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    Town Clerk: Jayne Kendall




    Town Mayor: Cllr Helen Irving
    Deputy Mayor: Cllr Bharath Rajan      
Minutes of the Meeting of Ulverston Town Council held in the 
Town Hall on Monday 15 December 2014 at 7.00pm

Present: H. Irving (Chair), J. Clough, P. Cooper, J. Harris, J.  Jenkinson, P. Jones, 
C. Pickthall, J. Pickthall, B. Rajan, P. Lister, J. Prosser, M. Wilson. 
Also Present: Cllr G. Vincent, SLDC. Mr. D. Jones, North Country Leisure. Police (1) Public (25) Town Clerk.

Apologies: Cllrs: N. Bishop Rowe. A. Rigg. P. Smith, M. Hornby, B. Marr
T123.
Requests for Dispensations




None received.

T124.
Declaration of Interest





Cllr J. Jenkinson declared that she is a member of SLDC planning committee.




Cllr B. Rajan declared that he is a member of SLDC planning committee



Cllr H. Irving declared that she is a member of SLDC planning committee 



Cllr. P. Jones declared an interest as a Governor of UVHS in 5/14/9014
T125.        Town Mayor’s Announcements:  

The Mayor had attended and enjoyed many events since the November meeting including the Purple Ball for Alice’s Escapes, Dickenson weekend, Ulverston Afternoon Townswomen’s Guild Christmas event, Barrow Mayors Concert, a Nativity play at the Disabled Club and The Wednesday Club Christmas Party. She reported that Carols at the Coro had been very successful and thanked all those who supported the event. 

T126.
Public Participation: 



Leisure Facilities.
Sandra Armstong. LA12 0DL

Said that there were unrivalled fitness facilities at Kendal but queried if this was at the cost of Ulverston facilities. Not all venues that are now being used are fit for purpose.  She said that the tennis centre is unsuitable and users now need to wear thermal clothing. They feel let down by SLDC. 
Pamela Pugh LA12 0DH.  Has been a member of the leisure centre for 20 years. It is a great loss now that the exercise room is no longer available.  Church halls, school halls and the tennis centre are not suitable, there are no shower facilities, or air conditioning for example. Some are not very clean and there is no parking. There are problems with condensation at the tennis centre.  Many members are wearing gloves and fleeces throughout.  The ambient temperature is very cold and the class enjoyment has been severely reduced. As a class user she no longer feels part of the leisure centre.  She is angry about the situation and feels let down. She requested that consideration be given to extending the changing room at the tennis centre and a new studio built.  
Mary Barton, LA12 9AS.

She had a petition signed by 26 people in relation to the closure of the exercise studio.  12 of those individuals are present. 

Lillian McElroy 
Requested that the following items be monitored:
•
Uptake of new clients using gym facility should be monitored

•
Uptake of new fitness class members be monitored

•
Use of new gym facility to be considered

•
NCL should ensure that there is adequate heating and ventilation in any 


outsourced venues
Planning Application: No 2 Soutergate, Ulverston.
Elaine Fleming LA12 7AR.

The plans are not suitable for a conservation area. There is no parking and nowhere for refuse bins. She said the development will also be higher in scale at the back of the building and inappropriate and asked the council to look very carefully at the plans
.
David McCauley LA12 7EN.   
He said that there are many problems with the development. There is no reference to the historic character of the site and the fact that it is a conservation area. There is no parking and no space for bins.  There are concerns that residents will use the side streets and not the paid for car-parking. Parking on Soutergate and Church Walk is very challenging and at a premium; parking spaces should be included within the development.  He said that the site currently being used by excavators is the ideal place for onsite parking provision. He said that the building is on a dangerous junction where the highway is very busy and congested.  It is at the junction of four converging roads – Soutergate, Church Walk, Fountain Street, and King Street.  It is also a shortcut from the north of the town to the A590 used by many vehicles including tractors and other large farm vehicles that access Back Lane from Church Walk. At the moment two vehicles cannot travel down Church Walk and often the pavement is used to as a passing space.  He said the junction at Church Walk provided access to houses, the parish church, a vet, Church Walk School, and also access to Millers Scrap Yard. The junction of Church Walk is too near where the main entrance is proposed. He said that the SLDC planning committee must have a site visit and that county highways be asked for a view. 
.
Peter Lowe. Chair of Civic Society. LA12 7ES. 

The Civic Society is concerned about the loss of a retail space in Ulverston. He said the overall design is not appropriate to a historic conservation area and he recommended that the application is refused. 
Tim Fleming LA12 ONQ

Mr Fleming urged council to refuse the application, which was simply an unappealing and inappropriate block of flats. 
The Mayor reminded members of the public that the council was a statutory consultee in planning matters, and that the final decision was taken by SLDC’s planning committee. 
T127.
Minutes:




The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 17 November 2014.  




Proposed Cllr Lister Seconded Cllr. Wilson and unanimously approved.
T128
Ulverston Leisure Centre:


Council received a verbal update from Cllr Graham 
Vincent, South Lakeland District Council, Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing and Mr Derek Jones from North Country Leisure on changes to accommodation for fitness classes at Ulverston Leisure Centre.  
Cllr Vincent explained the strategic background to the decision to outsource the leisure contract. He said SLDC was fully supportive of what NCL is doing with Ulverston Leisure centre to make it a better facility. 
Derek Jenkinson (DJ) reported on the background to the company recently winning the contract to operate SLDC’s leisure services. He said one of the key drivers is cost, together with demographic, social and economic and government strategy.  
He said that they listen to users but also needed to look at the bigger picture. There is a need to work with employers and provide facilities for new employees. as many travel to Barrow to use facilities. The gym and the studio were only used by a small group of people and therefore the provision was for neither a good gym nor a good exercise class. Previously the gym had 16 stations and this limited the range of individuals who could use the facility. The tennis centre needed to be used for a wider range of sports and events, not only tennis.  There are now 36 stations for gym users. There are seven additional exercise classes and from January an additional 40 classes. providing 80% more choice.  He said that there is positive feedback from customers and optimism from staff; an extra 40 gym memberships have been sold and none of the fitness classes have been cancelled.

· 81% of all classes have been maintained or numbers increased.

· Tennis centre now hosts parties, archery, cyclone, school sessions with UVHS, table tennis and netball and badminton sessions

· Planning permission for a new 3G pitch has been approved and work will commence in January. 
· Aim is to help more people be more active more often.  



SLDC has also commissioned a leisure facility strategy.  This will help to 



determine what is needed in the next 20 and 30 years
Cllr Lister: asked why there was now no facility in the leisure centre for exercise classes and will an emerging strategy answer the question that the representative user group has made to the council.   
Cllr Wilson: asked if a small extension could be made on a building to accommodate exercise classes as had been requested by the users. 
DJ said that the leisure facilities strategy would determine this.  He agreed however that this could be discussed with the partnership board.
Cllr Jenkinson: agreed that the classes should go around the area, and not just be in the leisure centre.  The Leisure Facility Strategy will determine if there is a need for an indoor exercise studio. 
Cllr Clough: said that the lack of facilities was discrimination and requested that the facilities should be re-instated on site. 
· It was agreed that the users of the facility would meet with the NCL Partnership Board to try and resolve the matter and also be part of the emerging Leisure Facilities Strategy. 
· It was agreed that the outcome of this would be reported back to Town Council in March and that the town council would write to NCL and monitor the situation closely.
T129.
Updates:    

a. Police Rep.
Crime and anti-social behaviour is down to 992 compared to 1106 last year. Cllr Jones congratulated Sgt Johnson on an excellent response to a recent incident.  Sgt Johnson clarified a recent headline in the press regarding 5000 fixed penalty notices received in South Cumbria last year. He said that this figure was not relating to the A590 only but referred to fixed penalty notices received by all those living in South Cumbria who have received a fixed penalty notice anywhere in the country. 
b. South Lakeland District Councillors. 

Cllr Wilson:
· SLDC had a meeting about supporting an application for the National Park to become a world heritage site. 
· SLDC has agreed an investment of half a million pounds to purchase a property on Stricklandgate near to the brewery for an incubator business hub.  Many members were not in favour of it this.  
Cllr Jenkinson:

· had attended to a liaison committee at GSK regarding ongoing work and changes to GSK which would commencing on 5 January 2015
c. Cumbria County Council





Cllr Wilson: 
· Environment Agency. The Coronation Hall consultation event has been held explaining the town beck proposals and had been well attended. 

T130.
Town Planning:







SL/14/1071/72

6 Daltongate, Ulverston.
EUS Properties Ltd




Approve


        
5/14/9014

UVHS,  Springfield Road, Ulverston. 




Approve



SL/14/1092

Plots 3-8. The Field, Stockbridge Lane, Leck Construction



Approval.        

One abstention: Cllr P. Cooper




SL/14/1103

19 Church Walk, Ulverston.

Mrs. F. Jager




Approve. 








SL/14/1123

16 Princes Street, Ulverston.

Ms. R. Hannah




Approve.  




SL/14/0995

2 Soutergate, Ulverston.
Accurite Properties Ltd




Refuse:  


The application was unanimously refused because of its impact on the conservation area and its detrimental effect on the streetscape.  There is no communal exterior space for bins or car parking and it is over intensive and oppressive.  There will be a loss of valuable retail space and there are great concerns about the impact on the highway and pedestrians on this very busy junction which is the centre of four converging roads. Church Walk is very narrow in this area and there is not room for two vehicles to pass without mounting the narrow pavements.  The proposed entrance to the new building is sited in this area.  
The council was concerned about the impact on children walking to Church Walk School. The road is also busy with residents, events at the Church, access to the busy vets practise and to HGV vehicles visiting the scrap merchants on Back Lane, all of whom are forced to use a very challenging and narrow junction immediately adjacent to the proposed development

The cumulative effect of this over intensive development will be detrimental to the conservation area and the health and wellbeing of those who live in this area. 
The council strongly recommends a site visit and recommends refusal. 
T131.        Correspondence: 




None received.

.
T132.
Minutes of Other Meetings.




20 November:   Policy and General Purposes Standing Committee



 3 December:    Finance and Grants Standing Committee



Noted.
T133.
Outside Bodies:



Reports were noted from St. John’s Ambulance and the Dickensian Committee.

The council also thanked the volunteer organisers of the Dickensian Festival who had many difficulties this year and the clerk was requested to write to the Chair of the committee. 
T134.       
A Unitary Authority for Cumbria: 
Cllr Harris said that there was a compelling case to re-visit proposals for a unitary authority for Cumbria. She said that 27 million pounds could be saved by amalgamating services.  Cllr Jenkinson requested that CALC be asked to inform the Local Area Partnerships about any development with this issue.
It was resolved that the council write to the Secretary of State requesting that Government begin the process of considering a move to a Unitary authority. 



Proposed Cllr J.Harris. Seconded Cllr P. Lister. Unanimously approved.  


T135.      
Ulverston Outdoor Market:
Cllr C Pickthall reminded members that SLDC own and manage the street market. Whilst negotiations are underway for a potential transfer of this service to Ulverston Community Enterprise, he said that UCE would wish to take on a thriving concern and not a moribund market. He reminded members of the Quaterbridge Report commissioned by SLDC, that had not been actioned.

The following motion was proposed: 

“This council is deeply concerned by the steady disintegration of Ulverston's outdoor markets.  The Council calls on the owners and managers of the markets, SLDC, to attend January's Town Council Meeting, to explain in detail SLDC's proposals for arresting the decline, as a matter of urgency before Ulverston ceases to be a "Market Town".



Proposed: Cllr C Pickthall. Seconded: Cllr J. Clough. Unanimously approved. 
T136.    
Update from Ulverston Community Enterprise:

Cllr J. Pickthall said that progress had been made and UCE had met with 11 volunteers from a variety of ages and backgrounds, who had expressed an interest in becoming a trustee.  The first full meeting would take place in January 2015.
T137.   
Update from Relocation Committee
Cllr Lister said that the Relocation Group were urgently seeking a meeting with SLDC officers following the recent informal town council meeting.  He reminded members that UTC may be the only occupiers of the town hall from April 2015.  
T138. 
 Finance:  Introduced by Cllr P Lister:  

· Budget.   A budget had been set showing a) standstill and b) an increase in precept of circa £4.00 per annum. This would be debated in groups and then brought back to Finance and Grans on the 7 January before a final decision is made at full council in January.
· Management accounts.  Cllr Lister explained the management accounts and how they are laid out. He drew member’s attention to the reserve, and the unallocated sum of £19,690.48, which is part of the overall reserve of £31,418.36. He said that this situation needed to be improved.
· Cllrs Jenkinson and Clough were appointed to sign cheques. 

T139.
Other Matters:



Cllr Lister. Requested that at the February meeting council debate the increased charges for use of the Coronation Hall. Cllr Jenkinson commented that the charges for a coffee morning have gone up by 3%. 

T140.
Public Participation;




Mrs Berrett LA12 0QF

Requested free parking throughout the week in December and not only on Sunday. She asked that a sign be placed on the A590 signing drivers down Daltongate to use Stockbridge Lane Car Park.  She also requested that Hoad Monument be opened more regularly. 



Elaine Grundy LA12 9XD

Said that in relation to fitness classes, the villages are not supported. 
Peter Lowe.  Commented that many visitors to Ulverston are very disappointed by the market. He said that none of the market stalls that are available in the market store are fit for purpose and should be replaced. 
T141.
Date of next meeting:




Members to note the date of the next meeting of Ulverston Town Council which 



is: Monday 19 January 2015 @ 7.00 pm.

Signed
Town Mayor

Date
              			     Town Hall


      Queen Street


      Ulverston


      Cumbria


      LA12 7AR
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