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Minutes of the Ulverston Town Council Meeting held on Monday 15th September 2025 7pm
at Croftlands Community Centre, Ulverston

Present: Cllrs: S.A Wilson (Chair), J. Clark, J. Drake, J. Filmore, M. Hornby, 
C. Howard, E. Hunt, H. Irving, R. O’Hara, J. Pickthall, H. Pierce, 
G. Scrogham, P. Smith, M. Wilson. Clerk. 21 members of the public.

C057. Notification of Absence. Cllrs S. Ronson, L. Scrogham, M. Scrogham and M. Stanton

C058. Requests for dispensations: None received

C059. Declarations of interest: Planning: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving who are members of Westmorland and Furness Planning Committee.

C060. Town Mayor’s announcements:
· 23rd July. Unveiled new Rope Walk signage. Many people attended, some from as far as Kendal and Millom. The Mayor thanked the Project Officer for managing the project.  
· 28th July. Attended The Spot for a tour and to listen to their plans. Received a very warm welcome including a cake baked especially.  
· 29th July. St Mary’s Hospice visit, met with the CEO and Fundraising Manager as well as the inpatient staff on duty. They all showed incredible compassion and care.  
· 15th August. Attended the Ulverston VJ Day 80 commemoration service and laid a wreath. There was excellent representation from the community, Police and Fire services.  
· 22nd August. Met W&F Officers regarding the future development of The Coro. The Mayor encouraged everyone to go to the engagement events to have their say. 
· 29th August. Invited by Community Solutions to appear in an episode of Lost and Found in the Lakes. The episode will be shown in late December or early January. 
· 31st August. Attended Lonsdale House anniversary event, celebrating a successful first year in business.
· 6th September. Attended Charter Day, an excellent day with a great atmosphere and lots of families enjoying the activities and music. The dog show was very popular but very difficult to judge!
· 14th September. Attended the Civic Service at Millom in Haverigg Church. 
· Visited Bodycare before it closed to thank the staff and wish them well when the shop closes next week.

Deputy Mayor announcements
· 14th August. Attended a small service to raise the VJ 80 commemorative flag on the Town Council Office. It was attended by reps from the Royal British Legion and the Town Crier.
· 15th August. The Deputy Mayor remarked that it was an honour to light the VJ Day 80 commemorative beacon on top of Hoad Hill. It burned for 45 minutes and was well attended by Councillors and members of the public. 

C061. Public Participation
· Member of the public said there is nowhere to ride bikes at the moment and would like to see a pump track in Ulverston.
· Member of public advised he is a Civil Engineer and local ground work contractor who is in support of a pump track in Ulverston. He said he takes his young children to Allithwaite and Windermere pump tracks, which are over half an hour drive away, but not everyone has access to travel to these tracks. Local children with bikes are digging their own jumps in parks which leads to complains from residents or visits from Police. He added that they need provision rather than punishment. Pump tracks are a safe designated space, which encourage health and fitness for those who may not have funds to be able to access sports clubs. He added that the town should invest in young people. 
· Member of the public advised that some areas of Croftlands have lost some ‘no cold calling’ signs and asked Councillors if they are able to help get new signs installed.
· Member of the public said they would support a pump track in Ulverston and they understand the need for this as young people are digging their own jumps
· Member of the public said the shops near Hazeltree road a large tree has been pruned at the bottom and lots of sprouts have come up making the diameter larger.  This obscures the view for pedestrians to cross the road safely, making it especially dangerous for elderly and young people. He asked if this can be reported and the tree trimmed back.  
· Member of the public advised they would like to see some mountain bike trails on Hoad Hill. 

C062. Brief update from:  
Clerk
· The Clerk thanked the Project and Admin officer for organising a fantastic Charter Festival last weekend and also thanked the Councillors who helped before the event and on the day. The event was a success, it continues to grow every year and Council staff received lots of positive feedback from both stall holders and those who attended. 
· On Thursday 2nd October there is a Standards Code of Conduct session for Elected members online, the link has been circulated.
· The Project and Admin Officer has sent an email out asking members to provide their travel details to and from council meetings to collate information for the Council’s Carbon Footprint report, the office staff can help with this if required. 




Westmorland & Furness Councillors
Cllr J. Drake 
Attended Westminster forum on childcare, which discussed proper career pathways to support children’s first years. This is very relevant as nurseries are currently under pressure. 
Cllr. H. Irving
Attended a waste consultation meeting where W&F Cabinet made a decision on their waste strategy.
Attended an engagement session regarding development of The Coro. Further meetings and discussions are ongoing.
Cllr J. Filmore 
Attended a meeting regarding development of The Coro. 
Organised a trip to the recycling unit on Walney Road which was very interesting to see what happens to the waste and recycling. 

Leader of Ulverston Town Council.
Attended the public meeting regarding the development of The Coro. 
Attended the Ulverston Resilience Group meeting with Cllr P. Smith where they discussed various and how to solve them, such as providing marshals for street events.
		
C063. Minutes: Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 21 July and authorised them as a true record. 

C064. Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson.
a. Council resolved to approve the minutes from 3rd September and actions therein. 
b. Council resolved to approve the bank statement, reserve account 
balance and bank reconciliation. 
c. Budget Variances. Council resolved to approve. 
d. External Audit Report: Annual Governance and Accountability Return 24/25.
Council resolved to approve the External Auditor report and certificate, Closure Letter and Conclusion of Audit from SA Moore.
e. Internal Auditor appointment. Council resolved to approve the appointment of Mrs Jean Airey for the Interim Audit of Council finances 1 April to 30 September 2025.
f. Budget Setting 2026/27. Council resolved to approve the timescale for budget setting 2026/2027. 
g. Action Plan and project update. Council resolved to approve the updates. 
h. GSK Funding update. Council noted the outcome of the GSK £2 million funding.
i. Various quotes. Council resolved to approve the quotes recommended by Committee for the following – Office CCTV, Allotment site hedge cutting, Mayor Chains and Sir John Barrow cottage painting. 
j. Speed Indication Device (SID) Memorandum of Agreement. Council resolved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement for the SIDs on Urswick Road and Well Lane and approve the Mayor to sign them. 
k. Heart of Ulverston awards category sponsorship. Council resolved to approve sponsoring the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 2026 Heart of Ulverston Awards at a cost of £2,000 + VAT.
l. Lightburn Park PIDs. Council resolved to approve the following:
· Exercise areas
· Signage, bins and gates
· Pump track – Council resolved to approve staff to investigate further to find out if the project would be possible and viable.
m. Monthly payments. Council resolved to approve the monthly payments and assigned Councillors H. Irving and H. Pierce to authorise payments the following day.
With there being no meeting in August, the August payments were approved by Cllrs M. Wilson and H. Irving. 

C065. Staff Pay Agreement 2025-26
Council noted the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) announcement of staff pay agreement, from 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026. This was negotiated by the National Joint Council for local government services and applied to staff payments as contracted.

C066. Environmental Sustainability Standing Committee. Cllr P. Smith.
a. Council to resolve to approve the minutes from 4th September and actions therein. 
b. Speaker - September Environmental meeting.
Cllr Giles Archibald, W&F Council Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Biodiversity was guest speaker at the meeting and provided an update on Climate Change, Biodiversity and Waste. Council noted the information and answers from the meeting. Cllr Smith thanked Councillors for attending the meeting and providing questions for discussion.

C067. Ulverston Community Partnership. Council noted the minutes from the meeting on 8th September 2025. 

C068. Ulverston Albert Twinning Association. 
Council noted the minutes from the meeting on 16th July 2025.

C069. Planning:	
· The Town Council is a Statutory Consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.  
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.   
· The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by Councillors show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 

	Plan Number
	Detail
	Applicant

	2025/1554/LBC
		


Kings Head Queen Street ULVERSTON LA12 7AF
Listed Building Consent for internal repairs to cellar to support the front elevation and the pavement
	Approve

	2025/1601/FPA
	K & J Morgan Holdings Ltd Morecambe Road ULVERSTON LA12 0BH
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission SL/2022/0336 (Demolition of existing store/garage building, erection of a new steel framed store building and hard surfacing of external areas)
	Approve

	2025/0107/FPA
	Land at Cross-a-Moor Swarthmoor ULVERSTON LA12 0RT
Full planning application for the demolition of an existing house (Charnwood) and associated outbuildings and the erection of 155 dwellings with associated roads, footpaths, car parking, landscaping, infrastructure, and access to be taken from Cross-a-Moor, Swarthmoor.
The reason(s) for this re-consultation are as follows: Please pay consideration to the new information submitted by the applicants on the 27/08/2025.”
	Approve (with the following comments to be noted) 
Cllr C. Howard said the ICC are worried about the impact this amount of houses will have on surgeries. There are also concerns regarding only one entry point which could be an issue for emergency services. 
It will also put further pressures on parking and congestion, especially at school pick up and drop off times, Council would like to see the above issues addressed. 





C070. Public participation. 
· Member of the public advised there will be planting of pollinating plants in Croftlands Park on 9th October between 10am – 3pm. Everyone is very welcome to attend.
· Member of the public from Ulverston Bike Project said he would fully support a pump track in Ulverston. 
He also advised the Ulverston Orchard project has had a drop in memberships which he feels are due to lack of toilet facilities at the allotment site and asked if it would be possible to install a compost toilet. 
· Member of the public said they want to bring graffiti around the town to Councils attention. It has recently been sprayed on a local school, footpaths and garages at Dragley Beck. 

C071. Date of next meeting. Monday 20 October 2025 at 7.00pm. 
	There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.42pm. 
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