Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee
Tuesday 4 November 2025 @ 6pm in the Town Council office

	Item
	Minutes
	Action

	
	Elected Members @ May 2025
	

	F90/2025
	
	Elected Members:
	In Attendance

	Cllr M. Wilson
	Yes

	Cllr J. Drake
	Yes

	Cllr C. Howard
	Yes

	Cllr M. Hornby
	Yes

	Cllr R. O’Hara
	No

	Cllr J. Pickthall
	Yes

	Cllr G. Scrogham
	Yes

	Cllr M. Stanton
	No

	
	

	Non-Voting Members:
	

	Cllr S.A. Wilson (Mayor)
	No

	Cllr P. Smith (Deputy Mayor) 
	Yes

	Officers
	

	Clerk 
	Yes

	Project and Admin Officer
	Yes


 
	

	F91/2025
	Minutes 
Committee resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

	Full Council

	F92/2025
	Finance matters
Committee resolved to approve the bank statements, bank reconciliation and reserve account. 

	Full Council

	F93/2025
	Budget and precept 2026 – 2027.  The Clerk presented a Budget Report and options of an increase of 3% or 5% to the precept. The Clerk advised that due to having some large projects scheduled for the new financial year such as a Pump Track and Gym Equipment at Lightburn Park, along with the architectural railings for Dragley Beck bridge, the Clerks recommendation was to increase to 5%. A 5% rise would increase the precept receipt from £290,045 to £304,547. 
This would also enable the Council to provide more funding to community groups, organisations and festivals through grants, as they were oversubscribed in 2024 and 2025.

The Council’s current precept is based on 4620 properties at Band D is £62.78 per property, per year. An increase of 5% would see this rise to £65.92 which would be £3.14 per household (less for domestic properties in lower bands and higher for properties in higher bands).

Committee considered and discussed the budget report document and resolved to approve a 5% precept increase and recommend to Full Council. 

The Clerk added that the precept request has to be submitted to Westmorland and Furness in January so any amendments can still be made at the December meetings if required.
	

	F94/2025
	CIL instalment update. The Clerk advised that there was no CIL instalment in October (any CIL monies would usually be paid in April and October). The Clerk advised she clarified this with W&F CIL officers as Council had previously received significant instalments twice a year for several years. Council will receive the next instalment in April 2026, but the amount has not been confirmed yet. Committee noted the update. 
	

	F98/2025
	Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 3rd December 2025 6pm in the Town Council Office. 
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