
ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL
[image: A close-up of a logo

Description automatically generated]
Minutes of the Ulverston Town Council Meeting held on Monday 17th November 2025 7pm
at Croftlands Community Centre, Ulverston

Before the Town Council meeting at 6.30pm, the Mayor will present the Freedom of the Town Certificate to Mr Anthony Hewitt, for producing outstanding concerts in the town for over 20 years and for bringing visitors to the town in large numbers.

Present: Cllrs: S.A Wilson (Chair), J. Clark, J. Drake, J. Filmore, M. Hornby, C. Howard, E. Hunt,
H. Irving, R. O’Hara, H. Pierce, S. Ronson, G. Scrogham, L. Scrogham, P. Smith,
M. Wilson. Clerk. Project and Admin Officer. 7 members of the public.

C091. Notification of Absence. Cllrs J. Pickthall, M. Scrogham and M. Stanton

C092. Requests for dispensations: None received 

C093. Declarations of interest: Planning: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving who are members of Westmorland and Furness Planning Committee.

C094. Town Mayor’s announcements:
· 1st Nov attended Ulverston Amplified which is a new initiative at The Coro featuring local bands. The Coro sound and lighting technicians give up-and-coming local bands the experience of performing at a professional gig
· 2nd Nov attended annual Rusland Service of Remembrance at Haverthwaite 
· 6th Nov attended the Judges Service at Carlisle Cathedral
· 8th Nov attended the Youth Symposium
In the evening attended the Snowball Bash charity ball which was a fundraiser for Cancer Care and Sandside Lodge
· 9th Nov attended Barrow Remembrance service which was extremely busy and had an excellent turnout
In the afternoon, attended Ulverston Remembrance service. Despite the weather there was a fantastic turnout
· 11th Nov attended the RBL service at the Market Cross which was well attended
· 15th Nov attended a coffee morning at Swarthmoor reading rooms
· 17th Nov attended a meeting with W&F Officers regarding the Development of the Coro, Helped students from Beaumont College decorate the town Christmas tree in the afternoon


Deputy Mayors announcements
· 11th Nov attended the Remembrance Day Service at UVHS. There were fantastic readings from the pupils, the focus was war at sea. 

 Cllr G. Scrogham thanked the Poppies from Ulverston group for all of their hard work making and putting together the fantastic poppy displays which were displayed on The Coro, the Town Council office and the War Memorial, including many shop window displays. 

C095. Public Participation
· Member of the public thanked Cllr M. Wilson for his work with FLAG (Furness Line Action Group) 
· Member of the public thanked the CGP Trustees for their recent grant of £1,000 for a workshop. They are setting up Ulverston Youth Alliance group through Community Solutions CIC and would like a member of the Town Council to sit on the board. Cllr S.A. Wilson advised she would like to be the Town Council representative. 
         
C096. Brief update from:  
Clerk
A section of the retaining wall at Hill Fall allotment site around one metre in diameter has collapsed due to embedded tree roots. The tree has now been removed but there will need to be further urgent structural work to fix the wall. The Clerk has had a meeting with the Westmorland and Furness Bridge and Structure officers who are currently advising next steps. The Town Council is responsible for the wall which will include repairs. Associated costs and further information will be presented to council in due course. 

Westmorland & Furness Councillors
Cllr H. Irving 
· Attended a workshop at the Coro 
· Attended a CALC online briefing session on winter readiness which is open to all councillors
· Attended a briefing on the Development of the Coro. Their application to the Heritage Lottery Fund will now be submitted in February and lots of work is going on behind the scenes
Cllr J. Filmore
· Attended Scrutiny Committee which discussed finance and strategies, including the Local Nature Recovery Strategy
Cllr J. Drake
· Attended child friendly W&F council launch where young people spoke powerfully about their experiences. Also spoke to youth parliament about neurodiversity which is a very important topic and the booklet Blink which is created by young people for those with neurodiversity. This month’s edition is all about mental health
· Attended the Youth Symposium which was very insightful, the young people who spoke advised said they struggled with boredom and they need places to go
· Attended UlverSTEM which was packed with families engaging in science activities which was excellent to see  
· Discussed Climate Biodiversity and divestment, which can only be decided by the Westmorland and Furness pensions committee
Leader of Ulverston Town Council
· Thanked Cllrs and staff for their hard work and commented that it was good to see the Council progressing with various projects and commitments
· Thanked the cross-party group who are working together to provide input into the future development of the Coro

C097. Minutes: Cllr Drake commented that her Westmorland and Furness update had been missed out of the Town Council minutes from 20 October and Cllr O’Hara advised some of his comments on the lighting of the Sir John Barrow Monument were not included in the minutes. The Clerk advised the minutes would be amended and re-presented at the December meeting.  

C098. Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson.
a. Council resolved to approve the minutes from 1st October and actions therein. 
b. Council resolved to approve the bank statement, reserve account 
balance and bank reconciliation. 
c. Budget and precept 2026 – 2027.  Council discussed the budget document, the Clerks budget report and recommendation from F&G Committee to proceed with a 5% precept increase. Council resolved to approve. 
d. CIL update. Council noted the CIL update.
e. Monthly payments. Council resolved to approve the monthly payments and assigned Councillors H. Pierce and M. Wilson to authorise payments the following day.

C099. Environmental Sustainability Committee. Cllr Paul Smith. 
Committee were unable to meet on Thursday 6th November, therefore the Clerk put together a brief report instead. Council resolved to approve the report and actions therein, including the minutes from September meeting. 

C100. Allotments Standing Committee
      Council resolved to approve the minutes from 15th October and actions therein.

C101. Ulverston-Albert Twinning Association. 
 Council resolved to approve the minutes of the AGM from 16th October.

C102. St Mary’s Hospice funding. Cllr J. Filmore
It is clear from recent discussions at the Town Council that the lack of financial Government support for this vital local service is causing financial challenges for our Hospice in Ulverston.
The Government funds less than 20% of St Mary's Hospice running costs, leaving the remainder to be raised locally.
Council considered writing an official letter to the Secretary of State asking for this shortfall to be covered in full by government funding.

Cllr M. Hornby suggested the Town Council write to both the MP and Secretary of State.  Cllr Drake said she completely agrees the Hospice is a vital part of the community and the current level of Government revenue support is too low. She suggested to write to the MP to thank her for her work with the Hospice and to ask her for her help in this matter. She advised the MP meets with the Secretary of State regularly and it may be quicker to ask the MP to address the issue. 

Council voted unanimously to write to the MP to ask her to address this issue with the Secretary of State. 

C103. Community Governance Review for Westmorland and Furness. 
Council noted Westmorland and Furness Council Community Governance Review consultation page is now open for the first public consultation. 
The first consultation stage is an opportunity for consultees to put forward proposals for changes in community governance for parish areas across Westmorland and Furness.
The information received in this stage will be used to develop recommendations that will then go out for a further consultation. 
Councillors are encouraged to respond to the consultation: https://consult.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/westmorland-and-furness-council/community-governance-review-consultation/ 
The consultation closes on 8 December 2025.

C104. Civility and Respect Pledge. 
The NALC (National Association of Local Councils), SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks), and OVW (One Voice Wales) created the Civility and Respect Pledge to address poor behaviour like bullying and harassment in local councils. By signing the pledge, a council commits to treating everyone with civility and respect, implementing training, having good governance, and calling out and addressing bullying when it occurs.

What the pledge involves- 
A commitment by local councils to foster a positive and respectful environment for councillors, staff, and the public.
A response to growing concerns about bullying, harassment, and intimidation within the local council sector.
A tool to help councils demonstrate their commitment to tackling poor behaviour and promoting respectful conduct.

Council resolved to approve signing the Pledge. This means it will treat councillors, clerks, employees, members of the public, representatives of partner organisations and volunteers with civility and respect in their roles and that it:
· Has in place a training programme for councillors and staff
· Has signed up to the Code of Conduct for councillors
· Has good governance arrangements in place including staff contracts and will implement a Dignity at Work Policy
· Will seek professional help at the early stages should civility and respect issues arise
· Will commit to calling out bullying and harassment if and when it happens
· Will continue to learn from best practices in the sector and aspire to be a role model/champion council through for example the Local Council Award Scheme
· Support the continued lobbying for change in legislation to support the Civility and Respect Pledge including sanctions for elected members where appropriate
C105. Proposed street naming Nook Farm, Colt House Lane 
For the first phase at Pippins Beck, Nook farm, Quince Homes have suggested the following name options for street naming – 
· Scarrowbeck Park 
· Scarrowbeck Drive 
· Throstle Park 
Council considered the suggestions and resolved to approve Scarrowbeck Drive as the approved name (majority vote of 8 Councillors)

C106. Proposed upgrade to existing radio base station. 
Council noted the pre-application consultation letter and proposed plans in relation to the proposed upgrade to the existing telecommunications installation at the site at Morgan & Sons, Canal Side, Ulverston, LA12 9ER. 

C107. Planning:	
· The Town Council is a Statutory Consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.  
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.   
· The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by Councillors show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 

	Plan Number
	Detail
	Applicant

	2025/1991/FPA
		


Coop Priory Road Ulverston LA12 9HR
Installation of two rapid electric vehicle charging stations and ancillary equipment, including one fully accessible rapid EV charging bay.
	Approve

	2025/1996/HOU
	18 Alexander Road ULVERSTON LA12 0DE
Removal of existing external store, infilling of access from rear alleyway, enlargement of ground floor rear window opening for installation of new bi-fold doors, blocking up of existing rear door, and internal alterations to create a ground floor shower room and a second-floor shower room.
	Approve

	2025/2033/FPA
	Hill Foot Hotel Ulverston LA12 7SE
Retrospective Change of Use of Hotel (Use Class C1) to a Self-Contained 13-Bed (Sleeps 26) Holiday Let (Use Class Sui Generis)
	Approve (with following comments): Council noted this was a retrospective application and were concerned the work went ahead some time ago without planning permission but wished to approve to support the local business.

	2025/1874/LBC
	Conishead Priory. Priory Road ULVERSTON LA12 9QQ (Listed building consent)
Listed Building Consent for the retention of two temporary structures comprising of an external gazebo, and an internal reception desk cubicle.
	Approve (with following comments): Council noted this was a retrospective application and were concerned the work went ahead without planning permission but wished to approve to support the local business.

	2025/1873/FPA
	Conishead Priory. Priory Road ULVERSTON LA12 9QQ (Full planning application)
Retrospective application for the retention of two temporary structures comprising of an external gazebo, and an internal reception desk cubicle.
	Approve (with following comments): Council noted this was a retrospective application and were concerned the work went ahead without planning permission but wished to approve to support the local business.

	2025/2059/PIP
	Land Adjacent to Candlewyck Old Hall Road ULVERSTON LA12 7DF 
Permission in principle application for the erection of up to 5 dwellings.
	Reject
Council noted this is situated just off a narrow country lane, popular with walkers and cyclists. It is in open countryside and Councillors said once this green space has been built on, it cannot be replaced.
Council agrees with the Civic Societies comments and therefore reject the application. 



C108. Public participation. 
· Member of the public would like to make people aware the new train timetable comes into force in December but there are planned works in January, there may be rail replacement buses so check before travel
· Member of the public said Sandside Lodge will be on BBC1 regional news this evening doing their sponsored trip up Hoad Hill 
· Member of the public advised next year will be the 110th anniversary of the Somme They would like to have an event in the town next year to commemorate this

Cllr S.A. Wilson reminded those present about Dickensian festival on 29th and 30th November and encouraged everyone to go along. The town Christmas lights will be switched on at 4pm on Saturday 29th November.

C109. Date of next meeting. Monday 15 December 2025 at 7.00pm. 
	There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.54pm. 
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