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Minutes of the Ulverston Town Council Meeting held on Monday 20th October 2025 7pm
at Croftlands Community Centre, Ulverston

Before the Town Council meeting at 6.30pm, the Mayor presented the Freedom of the Town Certificate to Mr Richard Butler MBE, for his unwavering commitment to the UVHS band and providing opportunities for students as well as organising many years of performances with the UVHS and Royal Marines Bands in the Town.

Present: Cllrs: S.A Wilson (Chair), J. Drake, J. Filmore, C. Howard, E. Hunt, 
H. Irving, R. O’Hara, J. Pickthall, H. Pierce, S. Ronson, L. Scrogham, P. Smith, 
M. Stanton, M. Wilson. Clerk. Project and Admin Officer. 8 members of the public.

C072. Notification of Absence. Cllrs. J. Clark, M. Hornby, G. Scrogham and M. Scrogham

C073. Requests for dispensations: None received 

C074. Declarations of interest: Planning: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving who are members of Westmorland and Furness Planning Committee. Cllr H. Pierce declared an interest in Planning item 2025/1891/FPA.

C075. Town Mayor’s announcements:
· 20th Sept. Unveiled the new Town Council blue plaque on Stan Laurel’s birthplace. 
Great to see such a good turnout of over 100 people despite the torrential rain. 
In the evening, attended the Ulverston-Albert Twinning meal with the visitors from Albert. It was well supported by the Twinning Committee and also Councillors who attended
· 21st Sept. Attended Battle of Britain ceremony in Barrow followed by afternoon tea at the Royal British Legion
· 27th Sept. Presented the Charter trophy at Lindal Bowling Club who were hosting the competition. It was great to see many young people involved, a 17-year-old made it to the semi-final and a 19-year-old was a runner up in the final. The Mayor thanked the club for providing a generous donation to the Mayors charities
· 30th Sept. The Mayor and the Clerk met with Beaumont College to discuss the activities they may like to get involved with in the town
· 4th Oct. Apple Day at Ford Park. It was appalling weather so unfortunately the event had to be scaled back. Many people still attended to use the apple press.
In the evening, attended Ulverston Amateur Operatic Society’s ‘Come from Away’ at The Coro. The Mayor remarked on the outstanding performance and the casts acting and singing. The Mayor also commended Cllr O’Hara on his excellent performance in the show
· 8th Oct. Attended UVHS prizegiving and presented the trophy to winning house Grasmere
· 17th Oct. Attended Ulverston Town Band’s 175th anniversary concert at Ulverston Parish Church. It was a marvellous evening and many people attended.
· 18th Oct. Attended a fundraising evening at The Coro for Every Life Matters. Singer Pete Morton gave a fantastic performance
· The Mayor remarked she was sad to see Save the Children charity shop closed in town and reminded people to support local independent shops.

Deputy Mayor’ announcements 
· 4th Oct. Attended coffee morning at Ulverston Methodist church and helped on the bric-a-brac stall. The event raised over £500 for the Church and was great to see so many people attend.

C076. Public Participation
· Member of the public advised HS2 has run further behind schedule and the opening date of June 2026 will not be met
· Member of the public said previously the Sir John Barrow Monument has been lit in support of the people of Ukraine. They emailed the Town Council to ask if the same could be done for the people of Gaza. They were advised that the Monument would be lit on the first Monday of every month for people involved in all current world conflicts as a symbol of peace. They advised they were pleased to see the item on the agenda for discussion at this evening’s meeting         

C077. Brief update from:  
Clerk
· The plumbing work at the Sir John Barrow Cottage is now complete, the toilet has been replaced, a hand washing sink has been installed and also a water heater in the kitchen area
· The office CCTV cameras have now been installed, there are 2 external cameras which show the entrance and side of the building, and 1 internal camera in the reception area. Signage has also been installed
· At the September Town Council meeting, a member of the public asked if some more ‘no cold calling’ signs could be put up around Croftlands. This has now been completed and the signs installed
At the same meeting, another member of the public asked if a tree which is currently obstructing the view for pedestrians crossing Oakwood Drive could be trimmed back, Westmorland and Furness Council confirmed they will carry out the work in the next 10 days


Westmorland & Furness Councillors
Cllr H. Irving
· Attended a meeting regarding Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL funding) It was confirmed the CIL scheme will carry on and eligible Parish and Town Councils will continue to receive 15% of receipts generated by development within their parish
· Attended Council meeting where Devolution was passed, the election for Mayor of Cumbria will be in May 2027
· Attended Police Fire and Crime meeting in Penrith, which covered several topics including the role of the new Mayor of Cumbria
· Attended meetings regarding The Coro 

Cllr J. Filmore
· Cllr Filmore said W&F have just released their Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS), they have adopted a Fleet Decarbonisation and Replacement Strategy 2025–2035 and Cabinet have approved a new Sustainable Building Strategy for W&F buildings such as schools and Council offices.
Cllr. Drake 
· Attended a briefing with county education director on the new education and inclusion strategy
· Advocated early identification of augmentative/alternative communication (AAC) needs
· Highlighted pioneering work of Cllr M. Stanton and Communication & Learning Enterprises Centre in Ulverston (CANDLE) and their plans for further discussions to expand AAC support in early years

Leader of Ulverston Town Council
Cllr M. Wilson
· Pleased to see the work the Town Council has been doing for the community of Ulverston
· Attended a flooding convention at Rheged 
· Attended a Lancashire and South Cumbria Health Trust meeting as Governor regarding mental health issues. Cllr Wilson added that if anyone would like details of mental health services to either contact him or Mayor Cllr Shirley-Anne Wilson as the Town Council Mental Health Champion

C078. Minutes: Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 15 September and authorised them as a true record. 

C079. Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson.
a. Council resolved to approve the minutes from 1st October and actions therein. 
b. Council resolved to approve the bank statement, reserve account 
balance and bank reconciliation. 
c. Ulverston Volunteer Fair Project Initiation. 
Council noted the recommendation to support the proposed Volunteer Fair in Ulverston in 2026.
d. On Health Grounds – updated Project Initiation Document. 
Further to the PID submitted in October 2024 by Cllr Drake, after staff researched progressing the PID, the scope has now been amended. Council resolved to approve the amendments.
e. Hoad Hill footpath repairs. 
Council resolved to approve the use of £10,000 CIL funding to enable the Westmorland and Furness Council project to go ahead.
f. St Mary’s Hospice CIL application. 
Application to reconfigure the Hospice kitchen and catering facilities which will benefit members of the community residing in the Hospice as well as staff. Council resolved to approve the recommendation from committee to provide £15,000 CIL funding towards this project.
Cllr J. Filmore asked if the following can be added to the resolution for awareness; ‘this financial year 25/26 St Mary’s Hospice are forecasting a funding deficit of £560,000 with increasing deficits forecast in the following two years. This means that to deliver the same amount of care over the next three years they will need to use almost £2m from their reserves’. 
g. Earmarked and ringfenced reserves
Council resolved to approve discussing earmarked and ringfenced reserves (and whether to release and reallocate some long-standing reserves to different projects) at a future meeting. 
h. Monthly payments. Council resolved to approve the monthly payments and assigned Councillors H. Irving and H. Pierce to authorise payments the following day.

C080. Lighting Sir John Barrow Monument. Cllr R. O’Hara
Councillor R. O’Hara proposes that Ulverston Town Council lights the Sir John Barrow Monument for Palestine Independence Day on November 15th 2025. Council to consider this request and resolve to approve a decision. 

    The Clerk advised the following: Ulverston Town Council does have a current and approved Policy for the Lighting of the Sir John Barrow Monument which states the Monument cannot be lit for political reasons. The Town Council has previously lit the Monument for Ukrainian Independence Day, which was to celebrate local community ties to the Ukrainian refugees living in the town. Going forward, the Monument will not be lit specifically for Ukrainian Independence Day, but the Town Council will continue to light the Monument on the first Monday of every month in support of those affected by the various conflicts happening in the world at the moment, which include the people of Gaza and Ukraine. 

Councillors debated the motion. 

· Cllr J. Filmore said the request is about letting Palestinian people in Gaza know that a small town in England supports them
· Cllr O’Hara concurred and said some councils had shown support for the people of Gaza and felt that because the Monument had been lit in support of the people of Ukraine, it should also be lit in support of the people of Gaza
· Cllr J. Pickthall said she understands the reasons behind the motion but felt that by supporting this, it would create further divisions which were too high a risk. The Monument is such an important landmark in Ulverston and to use it in this way would be considered political
· Cllr P. Smith added that he has sympathy for everyone caught up in conflict in this area but felt the towns local landmark should not be used for political reasons and the Town Council Monument Lighting Policy needs to be adhered to. If lighting the Monument in support of Gaza was approved, the Town Council would then have to allow the lighting of the Monument for other political reasons which Council may not agree with
· Cllr S.A Wilson added that not everyone in the town was in support of lighting the Monument for Ukraine and whatever the decision, not everyone will agree. 
· Cllr M. Wilson thanked Councillors for taking part in the debate and acting with humanity and transparency
· Cllr R. O’Hara thanked members for debating this item and advised he had taken the comments on board and asked for the vote to be recorded

Vote in favour of lighting the Sir John Barrow Monument for Palestine Independence Day: Cllr J. Filmore, Cllr R. O’Hara

Vote against lighting the Sir John Barrow Monument for Palestine Independence Day:
Cllrs: S.A Wilson, J. Drake, C. Howard, E. Hunt, H. Irving, J. Pickthall, L. Scrogham, P. Smith, M. Stanton, M. Wilson.

Abstentions: Cllrs H. Pierce and S. Ronson

With a majority of 2 in favour and 10 against, Council resolved not to light the Sir John Barrow Monument for Palestine Independence Day. 

C081. Westmorland and Furness application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
Council resolved to approve the letter of support to Westmorland and Furness for their application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund for the development of The Coro. 

C082. Coro Development Plan working group. 
Following a meeting with Ulverston Town Councillors and Westmorland and Furness officers on 9th October, Council resolved to approve appointing members to a cross-party working group to discuss plans and ideas, and feed back to W&F Council. 
Suggested breakdown – 
· 4 Labour: Cllrs C. Howard, M. Stanton, M. Wilson, S.A Wilson
· 2 Green: Cllrs J. Filmore, R. O’Hara
· 1 Conservative: Cllr H. Irving

C083. Agreement in Principle for military parades. 
Council resolved to approve Agreement in Principle for the following in 2026 - 
· Royal Marines Scottish Regiment parade in the town when presented with their Freedom of the Town Certificate
· Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment parade in the town

C084. Allotment Policy. 
Council resolved to approve the new Allotment Policy document. 

C085. Ulverston Albert Twinning Association. 
Council noted the minutes from the meeting on 4th September.

C086. CGP Trustee Committee. 
Council noted Councillor Judy Pickthalls wishes to be removed from the CGP Trustee Committee. 
Councillors H. Pierce and M. Wilson registered their interest in joining the Committee. 
A vote was taken. Cllr H. Pierce received 4 votes and Cllr M. Wilson received 6 votes. 
Council resolved to approve Cllr M. Wilson to join the committee.

C087. Gill Banks Tree Safety Survey
Council resolved to approve tree safety survey to be performed on Gill Banks trees. 

C088. Planning:	
· The Town Council is a Statutory Consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.  
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.   
· The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by Councillors show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 
	
	Plan Number
	Detail
	Applicant
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Sea Cottage Canal Foot ULVERSTON LA12 9EN
Replacement dwelling with detached garage (Re-submission of SL/2022/0665)
	Approve (but with the following conditions):
Cllrs commented that there is no provision for solar panels and they would like to see those included on the plans.
It was also noted that there were issues with the build of the applicant’s previous development in a neighbouring plot. Councillors asked for a Watching Brief on this development so it can be monitored throughout the build. 

	2025/1870/HOU
	Ivy Cottage Dragley Beck Ulverston LA12 0ES (Full planning permission)
Demolition of the existing side extension and the erection of a single storey side extension, together with associated internal alterations
	Reject 
Council considered the correspondence from Ulverston Civic Society and concur with their concerns. 
Council added that it was a very old special agricultural building so must be protected and carefully restored. 

	2025/1898/LBC
	Ivy Cottage Dragley Beck Ulverston LA12 0ES (Listed building consent)
Demolition of the existing side extension and the erection of a single storey side extension, together with associated internal alterations
	Reject 
Council considered the correspondence from Ulverston Civic Society and concur with their concerns. 
Council added that it was a very old special agricultural building so must be protected and carefully restored.



C089. Public participation. 
· Member of the public stated they agreed with Councils decision on item C080 and thanked Council for debating the item thoroughly. 
· Member of the public asked if a bench could be installed at the bus stop at the bottom of Oakwood Drive

The Mayor reminded those in attendance of the public meeting regarding development of The Coro on Tuesday 21st October 7pm-9pm in The Coro and on 
Wednesday 22nd October 10am-11.30am the Integrated Care Board are meeting with members of the public in The Coro to talk about Level 3 intensive care at Furness General Hospital. All very welcome to attend to have their say.

C090. Date of next meeting. Monday 17 November 2025 at 7.00pm. 
		     There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.04pm
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