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Minutes of the Ulverston Town Council Meeting held on Monday 15th December 2025 7pm
at Croftlands Community Centre, Ulverston

Before the Town Council meeting at 6.50pm, the Mayor presented St Mary’s Hospice with their cheque for £10,000 CIL funding from the Town Council. 

Present: Cllrs: S.A Wilson (Chair), J. Clark, J. Drake, J. Filmore, M. Hornby, C. Howard, E. Hunt,
H. Irving, R. O’Hara, H. Pierce, S. Ronson, G. Scrogham, L. Scrogham, P. Smith, 
M. Wilson. Clerk. Project and Admin Officer. 3 members of the public.

C110. Notification of Absence. Cllrs M. Scrogham, M. Stanton, J. Pickthall

C111. Requests for dispensations: None received

C112. Declarations of interest: Planning: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving who are members of Westmorland and Furness Planning Committee. 
	Regarding item 20, Part II (Legal) Cllrs H. Irving, S. Ronson and L. Scrogham declared an interest. 

C113. Part II Item. 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 1960) excluded item: Council resolved to approve item 20 being of a confidential nature (Legal and Freedom of the Town nomination) should be considered without the presence of the press and the public pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Section II. 
Proposed: Cllr M. Wilson. Seconded: Cllr P. Smith

C114. Town Mayor’s announcements:
· 19th Nov attended a meeting with BID and Councillors. 
Later that day met the High Sheriff of Cumbria regarding domestic abuse which is the theme for her 12-month term and discussed how we can work collaboratively. 
· 20th Nov spoke to Ulverston Civic Society regarding Cohens old chemist premises on Market Place. They are hoping to set up a Building Preservation Trust and have had a meeting with Heritage Trust North West who are considering a joint bid with the Civic Society to purchase the building. The building is the oldest shop in Ulverston, circa 1830s. The Civic Society would like the Town Council to be aware of the project and supportive of efforts to save the building. The next step is for the Civic Society to write a Business Plan. If successful, the building would be used to house the Ulverston town collection of memorabilia. 
Later that day attended the Community Solutions bike giveaway. A 4-year-old child won the bike which was found in a pond in Dalton and fully renovated by Community Solutions Bike Project. It was filmed for Lakes Lost and Found which will be aired on BBC One in the new year. 
· 24th Nov had a photo shoot for the Heart of Ulverston Awards with Cllr C. Howard who is also on the judging panel
· 28th Nov judged and presented certificates for the Dickensian Christmas window display competition for the business with the best window display. The winner was King Street Vintage and runners-up were Cancer Research and Paper Bunny
· 29/30th Nov attended the Dickensian Festival. A wonderful weekend and great to see the town so busy with stalls, music and entertainment. The Mayor thanked the committee who put so much hard work into organising the festival
· 1st Dec opened Ma Sharps at the indoor market who serve hot and cold food and drinks. In the evening attended Ulverston and District Flower Club Christmas gala at The Coro which was a very enjoyable evening
· 9th Dec visited Sandside Lodge School. Met lots of staff and learners who asked lots of questions which was heartwarming and informative
· 10th Dec visited Swarthmoor reading room warm spot. Pennington school choir performed 
· 11th Dec visited Ulverston market pop up stall for X112 bus service 
In the afternoon visited Pennington school challenge action group. The group discusses issues they feel are a problem in community and try to solve them
· 13th Dec attended the Town Council’s Carols at the Coro event which was excellent, a record amount from the raffle and Mayor’s collection was raised which will be split between Every Life Matters and North West Air Ambulance charities. The Mayor thanked the Council staff for organising the event 
· 14th Dec attended the charity Mental Elf Dash at Ford Park, despite the awful weather, over 70 people dressed up in fancy dress and took part

C115. Public Participation
Member of the public who is a Councillor for Pennington Parish Council said they have safety concerns regarding Main Road Swarthmoor from the Cross-a-Moor roundabout to Urswick Road. A 20mph speed limit is implemented but many vehicles are regularly exceeding this.  Pedestrians are worried about walking along the route and crossing the road to exercise or walk their dogs. Pennington Parish Council has taken the issue to Westmorland and Furness Council and the Police but have been advised there is no budget for further traffic calming measures. 
         
C116. Brief update from:  
Clerk
· Regarding the wall repair at Hill Fall allotments, local contractor IT Shaw has started work today on the repairs and a road closure for a section of Hill Fall is in place, along with a road diversion. Work will be completed Friday 18th December
· The Clerk thanked the Project and Admin officer for organising the Council Carols at the Coro event on Saturday. Lots of positive feedback was received from those who attended. 
The event raised an incredible £879.64 from the raffle and collection buckets for the Mayors chosen charities, which almost doubled the previous record. A big thank you to the Councillors who helped sell raffle tickets
Westmorland & Furness Councillors
Cllrs H. Irving and J. Filmore – no updates to report
Cllr J. Drake
·  Attended two emergency planning meetings which discussed how partners respond to flooding and emergencies. The key theme was communication between Councils and where people can get support
·  Attended a Biodiversity meeting which looked at what could be done across the County.  They recommended the free iNaturalist app which one of the world’s most popular nature apps, which helps to identify plants and animals around you. It can also help to inform planning decisions and surveys. 

Leader of Ulverston Town Council
Cllr M. Wilson
· Attended an Emergency planning meeting. Need better out of hours provision put in place by Westmorland and Furness Council and improved communication to residents
· Pavement repairs. On Brogden Street paving stones have been taken out and replaced with tarmac. Cllr M. Wilson asked the Clerk to contact W&F Highways to see if this will now be standard procedure for replacing broken or damaged paving stones
· Market Hall. The plans to refurb the Market Hall have not yet been confirmed. Clerk to liaise with W&F and look to possibly set up a Town Council working group when required 
		
C117. Minutes: Council resolved to approve the amended minutes of the Town Council meeting on 20 October, and the minutes of the meeting on 17th November and authorise both as a true record. 

C118. Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson.
a. Council resolved to approve the minutes from 3rd December and actions therein. 
b. Council resolved to approve the bank statement, reserve account 
balance and bank reconciliation. 
c. Budget Variances. Council noted the budget variances. 
d. Interim Internal Audit. Council resolved to approve the Internal Audit report for the period of 1st April 2025 to 30th September 2025.
e. Period Poverty initiative. Ulverston Town Council has been providing free sanitary products in the town since 2023 in the indoor market, The Coro and at the Council office, which has been very popular. Council resolved to approve continuing to support this initiative, at a cost of approximately £35 per month for the next 12 months (£420).
f. Sir John Barrow Monument donation machine
The Monument has many visitors throughout the year, many of whom donate to the upkeep of the building with cash, via QR code through PayPal or via the SumUp card reader. Having a stand-alone payment machine would enable more visitors to donate quickly and easily. Council resolved to approve the recommendation from F&G committee to purchase the Dona Digital donation box. 
g. Dignity at Work Policy
Council resolved to approve the Dignity at Work Policy. 


h. Hill Fall allotment wall repair. 
A section of the retaining wall at Hill Fall allotment site has fallen down, falling into the footway below. It has been made safe and is now surrounded by enclosed scaffolding. There are temporary traffic lights to reduce the road area to ensure the safety of passing vehicles. The wall requires fixing urgently. The Clerk has attended a site visit with W&F Bridge Engineers, where it was agreed that Westmorland & Furness Council are better placed to procure the works in the timescales required. Contractors have confirmed that work will start onsite w/c 15th December. 
Approximate costs will be around £9,000. Council noted the update. 
i. Asset Register update. 
Council noted the updated Asset Register which includes the new office laptop. 
j. Monthly payments. Council resolved to approve the monthly payments and assign Cllrs H. Irving and H. Pierce to authorise payments the following day.

C119. Budget and precept 2026 – 2027.  Council noted the tax base of 4709 for 2026/27 which has now been received from Westmorland and Furness Council. The current cost for 
Band D households is £62.78, and with a proposed 5% increase, this would rise to £64.67. 

C120. Council insurance policy. 
Council noted the Town Council insurance renewal premium of £13,801.03 for January 2026 – 2027 from AJ Gallagher Insurance Brokers.

C121. Townlands Trust. 
Following Mr Colin Pickthall’s wish to step down from the Townlands Trust Committee, 
Councillors put forward suggestions of potential new members.
(This does not have to be a Town Councillor; a member of the public can be proposed to join the Committee) 
Cllr J. Drake nominated Mrs J. Kendall 
Cllr J. Filmore nominated Mr J. Broadhead
Cllr M. Hornby nominated Mr. D. Webster

Councillors unanimously approved Mrs J. Kendall.

C122. Sir John Barrow Cottage blue plaque.
Council resolved to approve the proposed wording for the Sir John Barrow Cottage Town Council blue plaque. 

C123. Light up Hoad event 2026. 
Council resolved to approve ‘support in principle’ of the Light up Hoad event on 28th March 2026, subject to approval from the Townlands Trust. There would be no cost to the Town Council. 

C124. Ulverston Community Partnership Committee. 
 Council noted the minutes of the meeting on 17th November.

C125. Meeting dates 2026
Council noted the 2026 meeting dates.

C126. Planning:	
· The Town Council is a Statutory Consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.  
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.   
The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by Councillors show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 
	
	Plan Number
	Detail
	Applicant

	2025/2174/HOU
		1 West Hills Drive ULVERSTON LA12 9NW
Construction of a front facing dormer



	Approve

	2025/2143/HOU
	17 Ford Park Crescent ULVERSTON LA12 7JR
Conversion of outbuilding to bedroom accommodation with en-suite
	Approve

	2025/2351/HOU
	Copperbank Oubas Hill ULVERSTON LA12 7LB
Replacement first floor balcony
	Approve

	2025/2325/LBC
	Ulverston Railway Station, Station Approach Ulverston LA12 0DP
Listed Building Consent for the repair of a section of damaged / collapsed roof
	Approve

	2025/2340/LBC
	Ulverston Railway Station, Station Approach Ulverston LA12 0DP
Listed Building Consent for the replacement of an unrepairable door
	Approve




C127. Public participation. 
	None

C128. Date of next meeting. Monday 19 January 2026 at 7.00pm. 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.36pm. 
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