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Minutes of the Ulverston Town Council Meeting held on Monday 19th January 2026 7pm
at Croftlands Community Centre, Ulverston

Present: Cllrs: S.A Wilson (Chair), J. Clark, J. Drake, J. Filmore, M. Hornby, C. Howard, E. Hunt,
H. Irving, R. O’Hara, H. Pierce, S. Ronson, G. Scrogham, L. Scrogham, M. Scrogham, P. Smith,
M. Stanton, M. Wilson. Clerk. Project and Admin Officer. 8 members of the public.

Before the meeting, a minutes silence was observed in memory of Mr Colin Pickthall, previous Town Councillor, MP and Leader of Ulverston Town Council and also Mr Derek Whiteway, who was a Town Council allotment rep for many years. Both sadly passed away recently. The Mayor gave her condolences to both families and Cllr Jackie Drake who had recently had a family bereavement. 

C129. Notification of Absence. Cllr Judy Pickthall

C130. Requests for dispensations: None received

C131. Declarations of interest: Planning: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving who are members of Westmorland and Furness Planning Committee.

C132. Town Mayor’s announcements:
· 16th Dec attended UVHS Christmas festival. The Coro was packed and it was a wonderful event
· 17th Dec attended 1st floor opening of Beaumont College who have expanded and can now take on more learners. Executives attended from HQ to meet the staff and learners and are keen to engage with community
· 18th Dec attended UVHS Senior Prizegiving. An excellent event, the guest speaker was local magician Jack Rhodes who gave an inspiring speech
· 23rd Dec attended Swarthmoor for the first Co-op memorial service. Cllrs J. Drake, 
H. Irving, and M. Hornby also attended
· 25th Dec visited Elmhurst and Abbeyfield, chatted to the staff and residents who were enjoying the Christmas Day festivities
· 3rd Jan attended a drinks reception at The Roxy Cinema in celebration of Mr Charles Morris receiving his MBE. Cllrs G. and M. Scrogham also attended. Mr Morris’ commitment and passion for the film industry and The Roxy shone through
· 6th Jan attended Ulverston Parish Fellowship to give a talk on a life in psychiatry, lots of interesting questions were asked by those attending

C133. Public Participation
· Member of the public said Councillors are welcome to attend Furness Line Action Group (FLAG) meetings to feed back to Cumbria Better Connected
· Member of the public said he got in touch with the Town Council and the MP regarding a hit and run accident before Christmas. He said this prompted him to look at data relating to vehicles travelling on the A590. In the section that passes the town centre, drivers use it for overtaking despite the 30mph limit and there is little regard for pedestrians around the town centre. He feels the central reservations are dangerous and if a vehicle collided with one, it would not keep pedestrians safe. Between Aldi, M&S and Booths, 23 accidents have occurred within a 30mph area, 11 serious and 6 involved children. This causes road closures and issues for other road users. He also shared concerns regarding pedestrians crossing Priory Road from the main residential area to the leisure and tennis centres, as vehicles regularly speed in this area and there is no pedestrian crossing. He asked if speed cameras could be installed at principal junctions
· Member of the public agreed with the previous comments and said there are serious issues for the elderly or those with mobility issues crossing the A590

C134. Brief update from:  
Clerk
· Hoad Hill footpath £10,000 CIL 
Recently, Council provided £10,000 CIL funding to Westmorland and Furness Council for the improvements to the top of Hoad Hill footpath. W&F had a site visit with contractors last week. A contractor will be appointed shortly, the projected start date for work to commence is April 2026
· St. Mary’s Hospice £15,000 CIL 
Council provided £15,000 CIL funding to St Mary’s Hospice for the improvement of their kitchens. Work has now started, and they will keep Council updated with progress. Councillors will be invited to see the improvements once the work is completed

Westmorland & Furness Councillors
Cllr H. Irving
· The Government has announced funding for Ulverston Station Access for All, the Borderlands team are working with them on the project
· W&F officers held a meeting regarding improvements to Ulverston Leisure Centre, such as the hockey pitches. There were issues with leases, but it is now moving forward. W&F CIL monies will be used to fund the improvements 
· Attended a meeting between GSK and BAE regarding their facilities
· Attended the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner budget setting meeting
· Attended a meeting regarding the development of The Coro
Cllr J. Filmore
· Wrote to the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care regarding funding for St Mary’s Hospice and was advised the ICC board decides on the funding
· Attended a meeting regarding the development of The Coro


Cllr J. Drake
· Council to note the Integrated Care Board (ICB) is progressing a two-phase expansion of the Health Centre. Phase one is to deliver extra consulting rooms and improve facilities by March 2026. W&F CIL funding will be used for Phase two, date to be confirmed

Leader of Ulverston Town Council
Cllr M. Wilson
· The Government support for the Access for All project at Ulverston Station is a positive step. Network Rail will be liaising with relevant partners on the project
· Attended a meeting regarding the development of The Coro, where conceptual plans were circulated. They will be putting their Heritage Lottery Bid in at the beginning of February. In the meantime, there will be some upgrades to dressing rooms and also essential maintenance. Cllr Wilson said he has concerns about potential Town Council offices in The Coro if they are moved into the building
		
C135. Minutes: Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Council meeting on 15 December 2025 and authorise them as a true record. 

		December Part II confidential minutes. 
		Cllr O’Hara said he did not feel the wording in the confidential minutes was correctly recorded and he read out alternative wording. A vote was taken. 
		Those in favour of the original wording: 12
		Those in favour of amending the wording: 3
		Abstentions: 2 (Cllrs who were not present at the December meeting) 
		Therefore, Council resolved to approve the minutes by majority with no changes. 

C136. Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson.
a. Council resolved to approve the minutes from 7th January and actions therein. 
b. Council resolved to approve the bank statement, reserve account 
balance and bank reconciliation. 
c. Budget 2026 – 2027: Council resolved to approve the recommendation from F&GP to increase the precept by 5% to £304,547 for 2026/2027 and authorised the Clerk to send the precept request to Westmorland and Furness Council by 31st January.
This would be an increase per Band D household of £1.89 for the year. 
d. Environmental Grant Applications. Council resolved to approve the recommendations from F&GP to approve the following grants: 
i. Happy Healthy Together £250
ii. Sir John Barrow School   £245
e. Sir John Barrow Monument solar project update. Council resolved to approve the updated PID to proceed with progressing the solar array on the field behind Ladies Walk along with associated costs.
f. Hill Fall allotment wall repair. Council noted the work to fix the damaged wall has now been completed by contractor IT Shaw. Quotes for a survey on Town Council owned walls to be carried out by a structural engineer will be presented to Council at a future meeting. 
g. Monthly payments. Council resolved to approve the monthly payments and assigned Cllrs M. Hornby and H. Irving to authorise payments the following day.

C137. Environmental Sustainability Committee. Cllr P. Smith
h. Council resolved to approve the minutes from 8th January and actions therein. 
i. Council noted the update on the Eco Fair 2026 event which will be taking place on Saturday 18th April.

C138. Accessibility of Town Centre pavements. Cllr S.A. Wilson
At a recent visit to Sandside Lodge School, the Mayor was approached by a young person who shared the issues and concerns he has getting around the town easily and safely in his wheelchair. There are very few dropped kerbs, and vehicles often park over the existing dropped kerbs which makes it very difficult to get around town for those with wheelchairs, mobility scooters, prams and push chairs. 

Council resolved to approve writing to Westmorland and Furness Highways Department to ask them to increase the dropped kerb provision and improve the markings on the existing dropped kerbs.
Cllr M Scrogham added that in June 2023 there was a campaign for accessibility in Ulverston where portfolio holder for highways Peter Thornton travelled around town on a mobility scooter with Cllrs and members of the Highways team to highlight issues. As a result of this campaign, four new dropped kerbs were installed but there is still a need for more. 
Cllr S.A. Wilson added accessibility is made more difficult when vehicles park across dropped kerbs and asked if Council could put out a post on social media.  
Cllr M. Wilson said there are also issues with scaffolding and signs on pavements which make getting round more difficult for those with limited mobility. 
Cllr S. Ronson asked if the comments from the member of the public who spoke in the public participation section of the meeting could be included in the letter. 
 
C139. Cohens Chemist.
Council noted that Ulverston Civic Society are considering entering a joint bid with Heritage Trust North West to purchase the old Cohen’s chemist building on Market Place. They are hoping to set up a Building Preservation Trust and are hoping to safeguard the building for the future and for it to hold the historic Ulverston collection of items and memorabilia. They have contacted the Georgian Society and have met with Heritage Trust North West, with a further meeting booked in for February. 

*Cllr P. Smith took over as Chair for the remainder of the meeting due to the Mayor losing her voice. 

C140. Review of refuse collection. Cllr J Filmore
		Westmorland and Furness Council are currently reviewing their refuse collections and are considering whether to extend the system of charging for the collection of green waste. Currently no charge is made outside of the former Barrow Council area, therefore it is possible that residents of Ulverston could be liable for a future charge. This could discourage gardening and proper waste disposal, leading some to put garden waste in general waste, increasing landfill.
		Cllr Giles Archibald has advised this is currently under review and a decision will be made by Westmorland and Furness in February.

		Cllr M. Scrogham said she did not think it was currently a fair approach on green waste collections across Barrow and Ulverston areas, as collection costs are not aligned. Imposing charges on green bins would make it more difficult for people to recycle and would likely increase fly tipping and landfill.

	Council resolved to approve to write to Cllr portfolio holder for Climate Change & Biodiversity opposing any charge for green waste collection for Ulverston residents.

C141. Internal Auditor appointment. Council resolved to approve the appointment of Mrs Georgina Airey as Internal Auditor for the 2026-2027 financial year audits. Mrs Airey is completely independent of Ulverston Town Council and has never offered consultancy or advice on the Council’s financial decisions, controls, or processes. Mrs Airey is an internal auditor for a number of local Councils. She was previously Clerk to Keswick Town Council for 25 years and meets the essential competencies sought by Ulverston Town Council.

C142. Planning:	
· The Town Council is a Statutory Consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.  
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.   
The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by Councillors show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 
	
	Plan Number
	Detail
	Applicant

	2025/2417/LBC
	Red Rose Recreation Centre Victoria Road ULVERSTON LA12 0BY
Listed Building Consent for the replacement of existing white uPVC double doors with a dark red timber door featuring antique brass ironmongery, set within the existing uPVC entrance frontage. (Part Retrospective)
	Approve

	2025/2376/FPA
	Spot Community Building Victoria Road Ulverston LA12 0BZ
Change of use from Use Class E(g)(iii) (existing light industrial/workshop use) to a mixed-use community facility (Use Classes F2(a), F2(b), and E(g)(iii)), to a mixed-use facility for community groups and public hire. Works include replacement of roof with insulated panels and PV installation, new windows and doors, internal reconfiguration, and minor external alterations to the south elevation for access, loading bay, and small store, with no significant changes to principal street frontages.
	Approve (but with the following comments) - 

Council noted the objections regarding increased footfall and potential parking issues on Victoria Road, which is already a busy road. There is currently unlimited parking, Council asked if options for residents parking permits could be looked into. 

	2025/2401/FPA
	Vacant land between 27 & 33 Watery Lane Ulverston LA12 9DD
Erection of self-build dwelling (Resubmission of 2025/1068/FPA)
	Approve

	2025/2319/ADV
	West End Farm West End Lane ULVERSTON LA12 9HW
Advertisement consent for a non-illuminated V-board (2000mm x 3000mm) made of digitally printed aluminium composite panels with gloss over-laminate, mounted on three 89mm steel posts in V formation, with two heavy-duty hinged aluminium flagpoles (6000mm) and two aluminium composite sliders (1980mm x 204mm) with matt over-laminate, including two polyester flags.
	Approve 

	2025/2460/OPA
	Land to the east of Pennington Lane Cross-a-moor Swarthmoor Ulverston LA12
Outline planning permission for the erection of up to 153 dwellings, including 35% affordable housing provision, together with associated roads, footpaths, car parking, landscaping, biodiversity enhancements, and infrastructure works. All matters are reserved except for access.
	Approve (but only under the following conditions which Council asked the developer to adhere to) – 

Cllr Howard said there are many concerns from Pennington Parish Council and local residents. The main concerns were that there are no plans to increase dentists, infrastructure and school places. 
Cllr O’Hara said he agreed with the concerns of local residents regarding the surrounding roads and feels there is accident waiting to happen on Pennington Lane, near Pennington School. 

Council agreed this application cannot go forward without the safety of children and families getting to school being increased and it is essential that planning officers include this in their plans.

Cllr M. Wilson added that a temporary car park was installed when the Cross-a-Moor roundabout was installed and asked if this could be permanently reinstated.

Council requested 35% of properties will be affordable homes. 



C143. Public participation. 
· Member of the public asked if a seat could be added to the bus shelter on Central Drive.
· Member of the public said regarding the recent anti-social behaviour and criminal damage in Ulverston that public buildings are not the right place for graffiti. They advised they will fund the paint to cover graffiti. They suggested having a community action plan for when issues like this arise. 

C144. Date of next meeting. Monday 16 February 2026 at 7.00pm. 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.03pm. 
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