Ulverston Town Council
Environmental Sustainability Standing Committee held on
Thursday 8 January 2026 @ 6pm in the Town Council office

	Item
	
	Action 

	
	Elected Members @ May 2025
	

	E1/2026
		Elected Members:
	In attendance

	Cllr Paul Smith
	Yes

	Cllr Jackie Drake 
	No

	Cllr Judy Filmore
	Yes

	Cllr Judy Pickthall 
	No

	Cllr Laura Scrogham 
	Yes

	Cllr Mark Wilson 
	Yes

	
	

	Ex Offico and non-voting members:
	

	Cllr Shirley-Anne Wilson (Mayor)
	No

	Cllr Graham Scrogham
	Yes

	
	

	Officers
	

	Clerk
	Yes

	Project and Admin Officer
	Yes



	


	E2/2026
	Minutes. 
Committee resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. 
	Full Council

	E3/2026
	Update on Book Club. 
Cllr J. Drake was not present at the meeting but provided the following update – 
The latest book the group read was ‘Movement’ by Thalia Verkade and Marco te Brömmelstroet. It explored how Dutch towns and cities shifted away from car-dominated streets.
Streets shape behaviour more than rules alone. People naturally slow down, linger or move more confidently when streets are designed to signal people-priority. In Ulverston, temporary pedestrianisation during markets and festivals already demonstrates how behaviour changes without enforcement.
The Dutch approach did not treat cycling as a specialist activity. Instead, walking, cycling and public transport were made the most convenient options for everyday trips. Participants recognised that Ulverston’s hills, narrow medieval streets and historic layout require context-sensitive solutions, focusing on short journeys and walking comfort rather than large infrastructure schemes.

Safety is strongly influenced by design. Where streets force different users to compete for space, conflict and injury risks increase. Measures such as slower speeds work best when supported by visual and physical cues that reinforce careful movement.
Comfort and inclusion are central. Benches, resting points and clear wayfinding support older residents, people with mobility challenges, families and visitors. The success of recent benches in Market Place was seen as an example of small interventions having wider social benefit.
Finally, both the book and the discussion emphasised that change is best introduced through visible, temporary, and reversible trials. Pilots and demonstrations allow communities to experience new arrangements, reduce fear of change, and inform better long-term decisions.
A pilot idea could be wayfinding boards with walking times and distances including several additional benches for resting places.

The next book will be ‘The Uninhabitable Earth’ by David Wallace-Wells.
	

	E4/2026
	Ulverston Biodiversity Plan – Lightburn Park and Well Lane.
Following Councils approval to support the planting of Spring flowering bulbs on the large, grassed area at Well Lane and verges of Lightburn Park, it was recommended to source permission from Highways. Bulbs would be planted in autumn. Committee asked for local schools and Scouts and Brownies etc to asked to take part in the planting. Cllr Giles Archibald will be approached for funding via W&F Council.
	Clerk

	E5/2026
	Environmental Sustainability grant fund.
Committee considered and resolved to approve the following applications and recommend to Full Council -
· Happy Healthy Together £250 (to create a phone-free, nature-based hub for children and families on their allotment plot)
· Sir John Barrow School   £245 (to create an island of green in the middle of their playground buy planting a tree, bamboo plants and grasses)

	Full Council

	E6/2026
	Eco Fair 2026. 
The Project and Admin Officer updated Committee on exhibitors and activities for the Eco Fair, which is on Saturday 18th April this year. Cllr G. Scrogham asked if the Flood Van could attend and if we could have information on our stall regarding the potential solar array project for the Monument. Freebie ideas were bug hotels, strawberry plants, veg plants. Cllr Wilson asked if local beekeepers could be contacted to attend.
Speaker. The Project and Admin officer has been contacting Patrick Grants agency regarding him speaking at the Eco Fair. The cost quoted was £1000 + VAT and was unclear what would be provided for this. Further contact will be made to establish this. Committee concurred that the Eco Fair would not be a suitable venue for this and it was recommended to get costs for hiring the Roxy and The Coro, these will be presented to Committee and Council at the February meetings. Councillors agreed it was a little rushed and dates later in the year should also be looked at. 
	Full Council to note. 
Project and Admin Officer

	E7/2026
	Spring Litter pick update.
The Project and Admin Officer advised there will be a spring litter pick and asked if Councillors could advise any areas which need attention. Cllr Wilson asked if it could coincide with Keep Britain Tidy week. 
	Full Council
Project and Admin Officer

	E8/2026
	Council Carbon Footprint measuring.
The Project and Admin Officer provided an update and advised that it’s taking considerable time to collate the necessary information. Much of it is complete but one of the final sections is trees and hedgerows. This is time consuming due to the number of trees and hedgerows the Council owns. Council staff are working to a deadline of 31st March which is the end of this financial year. 
	Office staff

	E9/2026
	Sir John Barrow Monument solar panel project update.
Cllr G. Scrogham advised that the Clerk has now managed to get permission off the landowner and farmer who rents the land. 
Committee noted the updated PID to proceed with progressing the solar array on the field behind Ladies Walk (along with associated costs). Cllr Filmore suggested to approach High Winds Community Energy Society and Bay Wind Energy Community Trust (BWECT) for funding, along with other funding sources.
	Full Council 

	E10/2026
	Town Street Cleaner
The Clerk advised Dalton Town Council have a street sweeper who is employed by Westmorland and Furness Council. Contact has been made with the locality team to see if it would be possible to have a street sweeper in Ulverston, as yet there has been no reply. Other Clerks have advised some have street sweepers who work a few hours every other week at a cost of around £90. The Clerk will update at a future meeting once more information has been received. 
	Clerk

	E11/2026
	Update on bus shelters A590.
The Clerk advised Westmorland and Furness Council would need to draw up a Memorandum of Agreement for each of the bus shelters which would be situated at the bus stops on either side of the A590, near the Beehive Business Park. There are grants available up to £15k via W&F for new bus shelters. Committee agreed they would like the new bus shelters to have green roofs. 
	Clerk/ Full Council

	E12/2026
	Carbon Literacy training for Councillors and staff.
Cllr Filmore advised she had completed Carbon Literacy Training and asked if all Councillors and staff would also like to undertake the training which would be presented by either W&F Council or CAfS (now Futureproof Cumbria). 
Cllr Wilson asked if costs could be sourced before it is presented to the Finance Committee. 
	Cllr Filmore/ Clerk

	E13/2026
	Next Meeting: Thursday 5th March 2026 @ 6pm in the office
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