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Minutes of the Ulverston Town Council Meeting 
held on Monday 16th February 2026, 7pm
at Croftlands Community Centre, Ulverston

Before the Town Council meeting at 6.30pm, the Mayor presented the Freedom of the Town Certificate to Ulverston Town Band. This accolade was awarded to mark the 175th anniversary of the band’s formation and to acknowledge the important role the band has in our Civic events, festivals, and many other activities in the town and beyond. 

Present: Cllrs: S.A Wilson (Chair), J. Clark, J. Drake, J. Filmore, M. Hornby, E. Hunt,
H. Irving, R. O’Hara, J. Pickthall, H. Pierce, G. Scrogham, L. Scrogham, 
S. Ronson, P. Smith, M. Wilson. Project and Admin Officer. 4 members of the public.

The Mayor gave her condolences to Cllr Christine Howard and Cllr Helen Irving who have both recently had a family bereavement.  

C145. Notification of Absence. Cllrs Christine Howard, Michelle Scrogham and Marion Stanton

C146. Requests for dispensations: None received

C147. Declarations of interest: Planning: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving who are members of Westmorland and Furness Planning Committee.

C148. Town Mayor’s announcements:
· 22nd Jan attended the Albert Twinning meeting as role of President
· 23rd Jan visited the Blue Light Hub and met with staff from the police service, fire service and ambulance service. It was a very inspiring afternoon and the teams were thanked on behalf of the town for everything they do. There is a community room at the hub which they would like the community to use. Tours of the hub are also available to the community
· 28th Jan attended the Puss in Boots performance at The Coronation Hall. It was an excellent production. There were three schools in attendance, so lots of noise!
· 2nd Feb attended the Xenolith Scouts group which is attended by many 18-24 young people on a Monday evening. Many of the scouts are from Ulverston and they do the most amazing things. The leader, Brian, has been doing the role for 60 years and the scouts have enormous respect for him. Brian the leader has been doing the role for 60 years and the young people have enormous respect for him. A very enjoyable evening


C149. Public Participation
· Member of the public stated that the heating system in the indoor market has been broken for several months which is having a knock-on effect on businesses. Stall holders are closing early or not turning up at all. Temporary heaters are in place but are not very effective

C150. Brief update from:  
Clerk (read by the Project and Admin Officer in the Clerks absence)
· Proposals for a 20mph Speed Restriction in Ulverston
	Thank you to the councillors who were able to attend the meeting with Westmorland and Furness Council on the 9th February regarding the 20mph proposals in Ulverston. Further information will be sent out ahead of the public consultation, which is due to start at the beginning of April.

Westmorland & Furness Councillors
Cllr H. Irving
· Attended a Police, Fire and Crime Panel meeting where the budget was discussed and agreed, plus how devolution is going to affect us
· Will be attending the next Police, Fire and Crime Panel meeting to confirm the Commissioner’s choice for the new Chief Constable of Cumbria – Acting Chief Constable of Cumbria, Darren Mortland
· Attended the recent meeting regarding the development of The Coro, the National Lottery Heritage fund bid will be submitted shortly

Cllr J. Filmore
· Attended a course on Finance Governance within a Local Authority
· Attended a meeting to discuss the next steps for the introduction of the 20mph speed limit within Ulverston
· Attended the Children, Young People and families scrutiny committee meeting

Cllr J. Drake
· Attended the Children, Young People and families scrutiny committee meeting – demand remains significant for those with SEND, particularly around transport 
· Attended an Equality and Diversity meeting, with plans to move on to discussion around governance and community engagement at a follow up meeting
· Attended pensions meeting 

Leader of Ulverston Town Council
Cllr M. Wilson
· Attended the Coronation Hall Working Group met to share views with Derek Houston, Helen Chaffey and other W&F officers. We are now in an uncertain period with regards to funding, the Heritage lottery bid needs to be successful in order to access an extra £3.5m
· Proposed plans for the development of The Coro include the refurbishment of the library. There appears to be no move towards disposal of the previous library on Kings Road		
C151. Minutes: Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Council meeting on 19 January 2026 and authorise them as a true record. 

C152. Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson.
a. Council resolved to approve the minutes from 4th February and actions therein. 
b. Council resolved to approve the bank statement, reserve account 
balance and bank reconciliation. 
c. Council resolved to approve the budget variances
d. Community and festival grant application. Council noted that the applications are now open for Town Council community and festival grants. These will be discussed at the F&GP and Town Council April meetings. 
e. Project update. Council noted the project update.
f. Patrick Grant speaker event. Council noted the speaker event. 
g. Monthly payments. Council resolved to approve the monthly payments and assigned Cllrs H. Irving and H. Pierce to authorise payments the following day. 

C153. United Charities Trustees. 
Council resolved to approve the annual apportionment of interest from the United Charities trustee’s investments as follows:
£300.00 Ulverston Churches
£300.00 UVHS
£300.00 Food Bank

C154. Publication scheme policy update. 
Council resolved to approve policy which includes an update and additional information on use of the Town Crest.

C155. Community Governance Review Consultation.
Council noted that the second consultation is now open for the Community Governance Review. 

Responses can be given via the following link:
https://consult.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/westmorland-and-furness-council/community-governance-review-second-consultation/

Westmorland and Furness Council have advised ‘We are planning to distribute some joint guidance to parish councils about responding at this stage, particularly in relation to the types of changes proposed. Therefore, your council should consider when to respond and how best to make use of the 12-week period before responding.
Where changes are proposed to amalgamate parish councils, or to move boundary lines, we will be engaging directly with each household with a letter, to outline the draft recommendations and how they can respond.’

The consultation closes on 22nd April 2026.
· Councillor Mark Wilson asked whether a small group could be formed to represent views on the consultation. Councillor Judy Filmore said that she understood that the council wards are not changing. Council agreed no working group was needed. 
C156. Ulverston Community Partnership. 
		Council resolved to approve the minutes from the meeting on 26th January and actions therein. 

C157.  Flag hoisting schedule for Town Council offices. Council noted the schedule. 

C158.	Provisional Financial Settlement for Westmorland and Furness Council. Cllr J. Filmore. 
At the January meeting of Westmorland and Furness Full Council, the Provisional Financial Settlement from the government was discussed and a final settlement will be agreed on 9th February. A provisional financial settlement is the amount the government provide to unitary and County councils to support the delivery of their services. With the new proposals, W & F Council will be one of the most severely affected Councils in the country.

Main areas of concern:
· No remoteness weighting apart from Adult Social Care. Remoteness weighting is used to adjust funding allocations to account for the higher costs of delivering services in rural areas
· Visitor weighting reduced. We have a considerable number of visitors which impacts on infrastructure and road damage
· Changes to how deprivation is measured means areas of higher deprivation which although smaller, can have higher levels of deprivation compared to larger rural areas
· The impact on W&F Council is the loss of £11m in the first year, £25m in the next and the third year, £40m. This will undoubtedly have a large impact throughout the Westmorland and Furness area, including Ulverston.

Cllr G. Scrogham stated that Westmorland and Furness Council has received a lifeline of 12% increase in its core spending, which will be the first long term settlement in nearly a decade. In addition to this, the Government are adding large increases to the following priority areas:
· Schools grant rose 12% last year
· Funding for buses increased by £1.9 million to £8 million this year
· £155 million to improve local roads over the next 4 years
· Funding for Best Start hubs
· A total uplift of £272 million to the Homelessness, Rough Sleeping and Domestic Abuse Grant
The total investment through the settlement is £2.7 billion.

Cllr J. Drake concurred and said the funding position for local government is complex. In addition to the 12% increase in core spending power, other areas have been targeted for investment such as schools, SEND deficit relief, buses and roads. That does not remove the pressure facing councils, particularly in adult social care, SEND transport and rural service delivery. Other councils across the country are facing similar structural pressures. Cllr. Drake added that she would not support the motion as she would prefer to see Westmorland and Furness Council concentrate on supporting local community needs, particularly Community Infrastructure Levy priorities, local culture and leisure provision as well as supporting young people. 

Cllr M. Wilson concurred with Councillor Drake and was not in support of the motion as it doesn’t address Westmorland and Furness Councils wasteful spends (such as using agency staff at high cost).

Cllr J. Clark said he is concerned that money is being spent on agency staff at great expense rather than recruiting permanent members of staff at Westmorland and Furness Council. 

Cllr S.A. Wilson said she felt the residents of Ulverston are being short changed, Westmorland and Furness Council have been operating for almost three years and residents should come first. She would like to encourage the three Town Councillors who are also Westmorland and Furness Councillors to feedback to Westmorland and Furness Council.  

A vote was taken:
· Number in support of the motion: 3
· Against: 10
· Abstentions: 2

By majority, Ulverston Town Council resolved not to approve to write to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government with an urgent plea to reconsider Westmorland and Furness Council's Final Settlement in order to safeguard local services in Ulverston.

C159. Planning:	
· The Town Council is a Statutory Consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.
The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by Councillors show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 
	
	Plan Number
	Detail
	

	2025/2453/FPA
	Land to the east of Pennington Lane Swarthmoor ULVERSTON LA12 0RT
The erection of 29 dwellings (including 35% affordable housing provision) together with associated roads, footpaths, car parking, landscaping, biodiversity enhancements, and infrastructure works
	Approve (but with the following comments) - Council would like to raise concerns about the impact of additional vehicles connected to the dwellings, particularly the increased traffic for school children and associated traffic.
Council would like improvements to the highway to be considered to calm traffic, for example speed bumps or chicanes
   

	2026/0070/FPA
	Bellevue Princes Street ULVERSTON LA12 7NB
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) & removal of condition 3 (methodology and specification of works) attached to planning permission 2025/0524/FPA (Change of use from office (Use Class E) to a single dwelling (Use Class C3)
	Approve



	2026/0092/FPA
	Bellevue Princes Street ULVERSTON LA12 7NB
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) & removal of condition 3 (methodology and specification of works) attached to planning permission 2025/0525/LBC (Listed Building Consent for the change of use from office (Use Class E) to a single dwelling (Use Class C3)
	Approve


	2026/0155/HOU
	9 The Crest ULVERSTON LA12 0EH
Demolition of flat roof garage and erection of pitched roof garage. Erection of rear single storey extension with balcony roof terrace and associated patio and decking
	Approve


	2026/0210/ADV
	Kings Head Queen Street ULVERSTON LA12 7AF
Advertisement Consent for the replacement of 3 existing signage with 1 externally illuminated set of 3D name letters, 1 externally illuminated projection sign and 1 non-illuminated fascia sign
	Approve


	2026/0260/LBC
	Kings Head Queen Street ULVERSTON LA12 7AF
Listed Building Consent for the replacement of 3no existing signage with 1 externally illuminated set of 3D name letters, 1 externally illuminated projection sign and 1 non-illuminated fascia sign
	Approve


	2025/1780/FPA
	Priory View Caravan Site Sandhall ULVERSTON LA12 9EQ
Retrospective change of use of an existing static caravan adjacent workshop building to a single residential dwelling (Use Class C3) for the accommodation of the site warden, including care and supervision of animals on the site
	Reject 
 



C160. Public participation. 
· Member of the public reported that public transport within Ulverston is an issue, particularly those requiring public transport to the Croftlands area. The 6A bus was reported as regularly breaking down and replacements to the service not being sufficient or appropriate
· Member of the public reported that the seats in the bus shelters have not been put in place yet. The previous speakers’ concerns about public transport were acknowledged and supported

C161. Date of next meeting. Monday 16 March 2026 at 7.00pm. 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.54pm. 
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