
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee
Wednesday 7 January 2026 @ 6pm in the Town Council office

	Item
	Minutes
	Action

	
	Elected Members @ May 2025
	

	F1/2026
	
	Elected Members:
	In Attendance

	Cllr M. Wilson
	No

	Cllr J. Drake
	No

	Cllr C. Howard
	Yes

	Cllr M. Hornby
	Yes

	Cllr R. O’Hara
	Yes

	Cllr J. Pickthall
	No

	Cllr G. Scrogham (Chair)
	Yes

	Cllr M. Stanton
	No

	
	

	Non-Voting Members:
	

	Cllr S.A. Wilson (Mayor)
	No

	Cllr P. Smith (Deputy Mayor) 
	Yes

	Officers
	

	Clerk 
	Yes

	Project and Admin Officer
	Yes


 
	

	F2/2026
	Minutes 
Committee resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

	Full Council

	F3/2026
	Finance matters
Committee resolved to approve the bank statements, bank reconciliation, reserve account and budget variances.   
	Full Council

	F4/2026
	Budget and precept 2026 – 2027. 
Committee noted the draft budget projections, Clerks report and recommendations. Committee resolved to approve an increase of 5% to the precept for 26/27 and recommend to Full Council. The precept request to Westmorland and Furness Council would be £304,547 which would be an increase of £1.89 to Band D properties for the year. 
	Full Council

	F5/2026
	Environmental Grant applications. 
Committee considered applications from:
a.	Phone free Family £250
b.	Sir John Barrow School £245
It was resolved to approve both and committee recommend to Full Council. 
	Full Council

	F6/2026
	Sir John Barrow Monument solar project update.
Committee resolved to approve the updated PID to proceed with progressing the solar array on the field behind Ladies Walk along with associated costs of approximately £20k. External funding will be applied for to cover as much of this cost as possible. 
	Full Council

	F7/2026
	Hill Fall allotment wall repair.
Committee to note the work was completed on 19th December by contractor IT Shaw. The Clerk will source quotes from structural engineers to do a full survey of Council owned walls. The quotes will be presented at a future meeting.
	Full Council

	F8/2026
	Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 4th February 2026 6pm in the Town Council Office. 
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