


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL
Monday 16 March 2026, 7pm at
Croftlands Community Centre

AGENDA

1.   Notification of Absence.

2.   Requests for dispensations: The Clerk to report any requests received since the 
	  previous meeting for dispensations to speak and/or vote on any matter where a 
      member has a disclosable pecuniary interest.

3.   Declarations of interest: To receive declarations by members of interests in 
       respect of items on this agenda.  Standing Item: Members of W&F Planning  
       Committee: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving

4. Part II Item. 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 1960) excluded item: To consider 
whether item 20 being of a confidential nature (potential new allotment site) should be considered without the presence of the press and the public pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Section II.

5.   Town Mayor’s announcements:

6.    Public Participation
         For a period of up to fifteen minutes members of the public may ask questions of 
	        and raise matters that they think should be discussed by the Council in the future.  
         Members of the public who do not reside in Ulverston wards may ask a question 
         about Ulverston matters at the discretion of the Mayor.

7. Brief update from:  
Clerk, Westmorland & Furness Councillors and Leader of Ulverston Town Council.
		
8. Minutes: To resolve to approve the minutes of the Council meeting on 16 February 2026 and authorise them as a true record. 

9. Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson.
a. Council to note the minutes from 4th March and actions therein. 
b. Council to resolve to approve the bank statement, reserve account 
balance and bank reconciliation. 
c. Council Finances for the end of the financial year. 
Council to note that if there is any underspend in the Town Council’s budget for 2025/26, this will be moved into the Council general reserve account at the end of the current financial year. Any underspend in the projects budget will be earmarked for the projects which will be delivered in 2026/27.
d. Environmental Sustainability Grant Application. Council to resolve to approve Sandside Lodge application. 
e. Car insurance renewal for Monument service vehicle. Council to resolve to approve renewal with NFU as per Committee recommendation.  
f. Town signage project initiation document. Council to resolve to approve.
g. Monthly payments. Council to resolve to approve the monthly payments and assign two Councillors to authorise payments the following day.

10. Committee member change Finance and General Purposes Committee. 
Cllr M. Stanton has expressed her wish to stand down from Finance and General Purposes Committee. Council to resolve to approve another Councillor to take Cllr Stanton’s place.  

11. Environmental Sustainability Committee. Cllr P. Smith
a. Council to note the minutes from 5th March and actions therein. 
b. Eco Fair 2026 update. Council to note the update on – 
i. Planning for the event on 18th April - exhibitors, activities, theme
ii. Eco Film (When Fish Begin to Crawl) at the Roxy which will take place at the Roxy, 18th April 5pm
c. Spring Litter Pick. Council to note the date for the next litter pick which is Monday 16th March at 2pm. The meeting place for those wanting to attend is the Kings Park seating area at the corner of Kingsway and North Lonsdale Terrace. 
All equipment will be provided.

12. ‘Welcome to Ulverston’ sign and planter at Booths roundabout. Westmorland and Furness will be adding a pedestrian crossing across the A590 to provide safer access for pedestrians crossing the road to and from the shops. This is planned for the 2027/28 financial year. To ensure appropriate sight lines and viewing distance is achieved, the vegetation in this area will be cleared and the ‘Welcome to Ulverston’ sign and planter may need to be relocated a few meters away from where it is currently sited. This will not affect visibility of the sign and further plans will be shared with Council when available. Council to note. 

13. Town Council social media pages. 
Ulverston Town Council regularly uses social media for communication. It currently uses Facebook, Instagram and ‘X’ (formerly Twitter). Nearly all of the interactions from members of the public come via Facebook and Instagram which have 6,100 and over 900 followers respectively. Town Council posts on ‘X’ have very few interactions and it is not as suitable to meet the needs of the Town Council. Many other town and parish councils are now stepping away from ‘X’. The Clerk recommends the Town Council continue to use Facebook, Instagram and the Council website for communications, and remove the Council ‘X’ account. Council to resolve to approve. 

14.  Civic Sunday 2026. 
Council to note the date of 28th June for Civic Sunday this year. The event will run the same as last year, there will be a service in Ulverston Parish Church followed by a parade to the Coro and afternoon tea served. All welcome to attend the service, afternoon tea will be by invitation. 

15. UK Town of Culture 2028 Expression of Interest. 
The Government have announced that in 2028, Britain will have its first ever town of culture. The aim is to celebrate towns and help to create a lasting cultural legacy.
The deadline Expression of Interest submissions is 31st March 2026. Three finalists (small, medium, large) will be selected, with the overall winner receiving £3 million and others £250,000 each to deliver an ambitious programme of cultural activity in 2028.
Council to resolve to approve setting up a working group of five Councillors and key partners (such as Ulverston BID, The Spot, Ford Park, key festivals) to work together to submit the EOI by 31st March. 

16. Assertion 10. 
Assertion 10 is a new mandatory requirement introduced in the 2025/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for local councils in England, focusing on Digital and Data Compliance. It is designed to strengthen digital governance and transparency and mandates that councils ensure data protection (GDPR), use official gov.uk email domains, and maintain website accessibility (WCAG 2.2AA).
a. Council to note that the Town Council website will be update to the necessary specifications. 
b. Council to resolve to approve the Accessibility Statement. 
c. Council to resolve to approve new IT Policy.

17. Planning:	
· The Town Council is a Statutory Consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.  
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.   
The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by Councillors show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 
	
	Plan Number
	Detail
	Applicant

	
	*No planning applications for decision this month
	




18. Public participation. 

19. Date of next meeting. Monday 20 April 2026 at 7.00pm. 

20. Part II. Potential new allotment site. 
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