
ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Annual Meeting
Monday 18 May 2026 @ 7PM at
Croftlands Community Centre, Ulverston

A G E N D A

1. Election of Town Mayor for 2026/2027
· Remarks from the Town Mayor and Council responses.                  
       The Mayor will conduct the election for the new Mayor 
		for the year 2026/27. This will be undertaken by a show of 
	hands. In the event of an equal number of votes, the Mayor has the casting vote.
· The newly elected Mayor will sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and will present Cllr Shirley-Anne Wilson with the former Mayor’s Medals of Office. 
     
	   2.  Election of Deputy Town Mayor for 2026/2027
· The Mayor will conduct the election for the Deputy Mayor. This will be undertaken by a show of hands. In the event of an equal number of votes, the Mayor has the casting vote.
·  The Deputy Mayor will sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

3. Notification of absence:

4. Requests for dispensations: The Clerk to report any requests received since                  
 	       previous meeting for dispensations to speak and/or vote on any matter if 
	a member has a disclosable pecuniary interest.
   
5. Declarations of interest: To receive declarations by members of interests in respect of items on this agenda. Standing item: Members of W&F Planning Committee: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving

6. Public Participation: 
For a period of up to 15 minutes, members of the public may ask questions of and raise matter that they think should be discussed by the Council in the future. Members of the public who do not reside in Ulverston wards may ask a question about Ulverston matters at the discretion of the Mayor.

7. Minutes: To approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 20 April 2026 
and to authorise the Mayor to sign them as a true record.



8. Appointment of Leader of the Council. 
Council to resolve to approve one member as Leader of the Council. 
This will be undertaken by a show of hands. In the event of an equal number of votes, the Mayor has the casting vote.

9.   Appointment to Committees for 2026 - 2027: 
 9a. Council to appoint Councillors to the following Council standing                               
        Committees:
· Finance and General Purposes  
· Environmental Sustainability
· Allotments        
                       9b.   Council to appoint representatives to other committees and external 
                               organisations.

  	   10.  Memberships:
               Council to approve Council memberships noting that membership of the 
	       following bodies require approval.  Funding is allocated in the subscriptions 
	       budget. 
a. Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) Annual membership for Town Clerk.
b. Cumbria Association of Local Council (CALC) and National Association of Local Councils (NALC) combined annual membership renewal for Council.

11. Councillor attendance. (paper attached)
Council to note Councillors attendance at Full Council meetings in the last 12 months. 

12.	Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson
a. Minutes: Council to note the minutes from 6 May and actions therein. 
b. Finance: Council to resolve to approve the bank statements and bank reconciliation.  
c. Dragley Beck footbridge. Council to note the July 2026 install date.  
d. Patrick Grant event. Committee felt the event was too much risk for the council to put on and recommended the Coro take over the organising of the event. 
e. Oakwood Drive bus shelter. Council to note the party liable for the damage is sending full costs to the council and the new shelter has been ordered. There is approximately a 6-week lead time. 
f. Dragley Beck access path levelling. Council to resolve to approve Quote 1 to carry out works to level the access path.  
g. Payments: To resolve to approve the monthly payments and authorise two members to sign the payments the following day. 


               
13. Environmental Sustainability Standing Committee. Cllr P. Smith
	Council to note that due to the scheduled 6th May meeting not being quorate, the meeting will be rescheduled for Tuesday 19th May, 6pm in the Town Council office. 

14. Allotment committee. Cllr H. Irving
		Council to note the minutes from 28th April and actions therein. 
a. Dragley Beck access path. Council to resolve to approve Quote 1 to level the path. 
b. Ellers site. Council to note sheds and greenhouses update. 

15. Ulverston-Albert Town Twinning. 
 Council to note the Twinning minutes from 16th April. 

16. Statutory Document Review. (paper attached)
   Council to note that it has a statutory duty to review governing 
   documents of the Town Council at the Annual Meeting and is 
   recommended to approve: 
   Standing Orders, Councillor Code of Conduct and Financial Regulations. No   
   changes are currently proposed or legally required:
·   	Standing Orders
·   	Councillor Code of Conduct
·   	Financial Regulations

	17. Council General Policies and Procedures Review: 
                 Council is recommended to approve the annual review of the policies 
                 below, noting that no material changes have been made or are 
                 recommended. 
         Polices are available to view on the Town Council website 
         www.ulverstoncouncil.org.uk

		Co-Option Policy	
              		London Bridge	
		Equality & Diversity Policy	
		Financial & General Risk Assessment		
		Health & Safety Policy	
		Honorary Freemen/Freewoman of Ulverston	
		Data Protection & Privacy Policy	
		Mayoral Policy and Job Description		
		Recording of Council Meetings	
		Publication Scheme (Access to Documents)	
		Social Media & Electronic Communication Policy
		Bench Policy	
		Staff Policies Manual	
		Transparency Code		
	Document Retention Policy		
		Tree Policy	
		Environmental Policy Statement 
		Allotment Risk Assessment
		Allotments Policy
		Monument Lighting Policy
		Dignity at Work Policy
		IT Policy
		Working from home Policy
		Accessibility Statement
           
             18. Asset Register. (paper attached)
    Council is recommended to resolve approve the Asset Register.

19. South Ulverston flood scheme. Cllr M. Scrogham
	For a number of years, £51k of council funds has been ring fenced for South Ulverston flood scheme. Council to resolve to approve this funding be allocated to help alleviate ongoing flooding in South Ulverston, including a feasibility study and business case development. Council agrees to work with Westmorland and Furness Council,  Environment Agency and the MP to pursue the long-awaited flood alleviation scheme for South Ulverston.

20. Future of Ulverston festivals. Cllr S.A. Wilson
	Ulverston festivals are struggling. Rising costs from W&F for road closures and event licences are making it more and more difficult to put events on in the town. Ulverston is known as the ‘festival town’ and the festivals bring many people to the town all year round. All festivals are run by volunteers, and they all rely on funding to be able to go ahead. As an example, Retro Rendezvous now costs over £5,000 to put the event on. The costs have increased over £1,000 since last year. The closure of Theatre Street car park which has been free in previous years, now costs £642. W&F advised the road closures for 2026 would be free, however the festival was charged £376 plus an admin fee of £35. The organisers have been advised they will also have to pay for legal and advertising costs. 
	Such an increase in costs is making festivals very difficult to put on, and issues with funding is one of the main reasons Another Fine Fest has not been able to go ahead for the last two years. 
	Council to resolve to approve to write to Westmorland and Furness Council to ask them to waive or significantly reduce the fees for festivals organisers to put events on in the town. 

21. Future election of the Town Mayor. Cllr J. Filmore. 
	The Mayor represents the Council as the leading citizen of the Town.
	As such, the appointment should be an honour reflecting service to the Town and not a political appointment. Some Councils adopt an approach where the longest serving councillor is appointed in turn.
 	Therefore, I propose that for future elections of the Town Mayor the Council adopt that the councillor with the longest continuous length of service is appointed to the post of Mayor.
	Where a councillor has already served as Mayor, the length of service will be counted from the conclusion of their last term as Mayor.
	Where a councillor waives their right to be appointed as Mayor for that year, the councillor who next qualifies shall be appointed. 
	If the motion is approved, the Standing Orders would be amended and approved at the June council meeting. 
	Council to consider the motion and resolve to approve a decision. 

22. 20mph consultation. 
	Westmorland and Furness Council are currently consulting on proposals to introduce further 20mph speed limits in Ulverston. The aim is to balance drivers’ needs with the safety and environment of local residents and other road users.
	Council to resolve to approve setting up a working group of five cross-party Councillors to work together to submit a response on behalf of the Town Council by the closing date of Friday 22nd May. 

23. Statutory Consultation for Springfield Road. 
	Following requests from Westmorland and Furness Council ward councillors, Ulverston Town Council, local schools, and the wider community, an engineer safety study was commissioned for Springfield Road, Ulverston. The study identified that Springfield Road currently lacks sufficient safe crossing points for pedestrians. Westmorland and Furness Council has secured funding to install two zebra crossings on Springfield Road. As part of these works, it is necessary to amend the existing parking restrictions at the proposed crossing locations.
Council to note the proposals and resolve to approve. 

24. Sir John Barrow Monument. 
     Council to resolve to approve the following documents: 
a. General Risk Assessment
b. Risk Assessment for private tours and groups
c. Process Instructions

25. Dragley Beck footbridge. 
	Council to resolve to approve final designs for the architectural railings of Dragley Beck footbridge. 

26. Ulverston town clock
	The town clock has not been working for some time. As an important asset to our town, Council resolve to approve to write to Westmorland and Furness Council requesting it is fixed as soon as possible.

27. Planning:              		  
· The Town Council is a statutory consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.  
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.   
· The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by a show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 




	Plan Number
	Detail
	Applicant

	2026/0665/HOU
	1 Trinity Gardens ULVERSTON LA12 7UB
Proposed two storey side extension and extension to existing single storey front porch. Retrospective formation of retaining wall and steps
	Mr Josh White

	2026/0495/HOU
	13 Flan Close ULVERSTON LA12 7DW
Demolish existing rear conservatory and replace with flat roof sun room extension and rear bedroom with roof lanterns to both
	Ms C. Benhowe

	2026/0590/HOU
	96 Oakwood Drive Ulverston LA12 9JW
Installation of an electric vehicle charge point on the front external wall of the dwellinghouse, as part of the Westmorland and Furness Council's Pavement Channel Trial
	Mr Paul Gray

	2026/0876/HOU
	4 Sands Road ULVERSTON LA12 9PR
Single storey rear extension
	Mr Zac Milby

	2026/0767/HOU
	3 Garden Terrace ULVERSTON LA12 7DA
Demolition of existing two storey outrigger to rear elevation with a replacement two storey outrigger and single storey flat-roof additional extension with associated internal alterations
	Joe Fitzgerald & Sophie Todd


  
    28.   Public participation: 

    29.   Date of Next Meeting:
         Monday 15th June, Croftlands Community Centre, 7.00pm.HouHouse

1

