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This report gives information about Ulverston Town Council, the money it spends and the activities it carries out. It includes a report from the Mayor of Ulverston, Leader of the Council, reports from Chairs of the Council’s Standing Committees, grants awarded and a report on the dividends from the United Charities. 
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The Council

Ulverston Town Council Offices
County Square, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 7LZ

01229 585778
admin@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
Follow us on Facebook @UlverstonTownCouncil
Instagram @ulverstontowncouncil
The offices are open to the public from 9am - 2pm Monday to Thursday 
and 9am –12pm on Fridays

Ulverston Town Council has 18 volunteer, unpaid councillors.
· 13 representing the Labour party
· 3 representing the Green party
· 2 representing the Conservative party

· The current Town Mayor is Cllr Shirley-Anne Wilson (a new Mayor will be elected on 18th May 2026) 
· The Deputy Mayor is Cllr Paul Smith (a new Deputy Mayor will be elected on 18th May 2026)
· The Leader of the Council is Cllr Mark Wilson

The Town Council meets on the 3rd Monday of every month at 7pm in Croftlands Community Centre (with the exception of Bank Holidays). 
The August meeting is for planning matters only.
Full Council consider all planning applications as a statutory planning consultee.
It passes decisions and recommendations on planning issues to Westmorland and Furness Council who are the planning authority which makes the final decision on planning applications.

Members of the public are most welcome to attend Town Council meetings. There are two opportunities in every meeting for members of the public to speak if they wish to do so. Members of the public are also welcome to observe.

The Council has three members of staff, employing a full-time Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer, a part-time Admin/Finance officer and part-time Project and Admin officer. The Council has no other members of staff.

The Council has four Standing Committees that report to Full Council:

Finance and General Purposes
Environmental Sustainability 
Allotments
Human Resources








The Councillors

Councillors for CENTRAL WARD
Eirik HUNT 	(Labour)
(Elected 2024) 07563 904765
e.hunt@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
Graham SCROGHAM           	(Labour)
(Elected 2021) 
g.scrogham@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk
Paul SMITH                           	(Labour)
(Elected 2012) 07749 604766
p.smith@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk

Councillors for EAST WARD
Christine HOWARD          	(Labour)
(Elected 2024)
c.howard@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk    
Laura SCROGHAM               	(Labour)
(Elected 2024) 
l.scrogham@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
Mark WILSON                       	(Labour)
7 Parkfield, Swarthmoor, Ulverston LA12 0HW (Elected 2012) 01229 582929 or 07930 921902
m.wilson@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 

Councillors for NORTH WARD
Jackie DRAKE       	(Labour)
36 The Gill, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 7BP (Elected 2021) 07980 793407
j.drake@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
[bookmark: _Hlk107997178]Judy FILMORE                     	(Green)
4 Chittery Lane, Ulverston, Cumbria LA12 7DP (Elected 2021) 07917 831062
j.filmore@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk
Rob O’HARA               	(Green)
34 Queen Street, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 7AF (Elected 2024) 01229 582190
r.ohara@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 

Councillors for SOUTH WARD
John CLARK     	(Labour)
(Elected 2024) 
j.clark@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
Judy PICKTHALL                	(Labour)
25 Fountain Street, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 7EQ (Elected 2024) 
j.pickthall@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
Marion STANTON               	(Labour)
5 Gill Garth, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 7FF (Elected 2024) 07469 181896
m.stanton@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk

Councillors for TOWN WARD
Sam RONSON                       	(Labour)
32 Woodland Road, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 0DX (Elected 2024) 
s.ronson@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
Michelle SCROGHAM   	(Labour) 
(Elected 2021)
m.scrogham@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
Shirley-Anne WILSON    	(Labour)
7 Parkfield, Swarthmoor, Ulverston LA12 0HW (Elected 2024) 01229 582929
sa.wilson@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 

Councillors for WEST WARD
Margaret HORNBY             	(Conservative)
[bookmark: _Hlk107997139]26 Meeting House Lane, Ulverston, LA12 9ND (Elected 2021) 07990 876156  
m.hornby@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
Helen IRVING                     	(Conservative)
11 Garden Terrace, Ulverston LA12 7DA (Elected 2008) 01229 581454 or 07743 493383
h.irving@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 
Helen PIERCE                      	(Green)
(Elected 2024) 
h.pierce@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 


Westmorland and Furness Councillors
Helen IRVING                    
11 Garden Terrace, Ulverston LA12 7DA (Elected 2022) 01229 581454 or 07743 493383
h.irving@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk
Judy FILMORE                    
4 Chittery Lane, Ulverston, Cumbria LA12 7DP (Elected 2022) 07917 831062
j.filmore@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk
Jackie DRAKE      
36 The Gill, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 7BP (Elected 2022) 07980 793407
j.drake@ulverstoncouncil.org.uk 


Town Mayor’s Report for 2025 – 2026
      Cllr Shirley-Anne Wilson 

This is a year that I will never forget - one of my aims was to highlight the wonderful community activities and people that make Ulverston such a special place to live, work and visit. I’ve attended 100 events from military commemorations to dog judging shows, to the town band celebrating 175 years, meeting school children from Pennington and students at Sandside Lodge, Christmas visits to older people, attending wonderful festivals including colourful Pride and hearing marvellous music from a wide variety of such talented people of all ages. 
I officially opened the Town Councils new signage at the Ropewalk - such an important part of our heritage – visited St Mary’s Hospice to witness the care and dedication of highly valued staff, but also to listen to real concerns regarding funding. 
Community Solutions featured in Helen Skeltons ‘Lost and Found in the Lakes’ which I was excited to be asked to be a part of - unveiling the new Town Council blue plaque on Stan Laurels house - a very wet day but many people attended from all over the country. 
The Xenolith Explorer Scouts - a very adventurous group of young people who do lots of exciting challenges and Beaumont College, which I was delighted to attend and welcome into the heart of our community. I look forward to seeing them at our events and playing their part in our community. They have so much to offer. 
I’ve attended wonderful concerts, many at our lovely Coro - I hope for a positive future for this important building. I also look forward to the refurbishment of our indoor market which is due to start this year. I did a shift at Ulverston Food Project and met amazing volunteers and residents who value this service so much. 
The Dickensian festival was a particular highlight - being able to showcase local talent and creativity by wearing an outfit from two very clever local women. There were sad goodbyes to some local shops, but new ones have also opened and our high street is lucky to still have independent quirky shops for us all to enjoy. 
And of course, our veterans - it’s very humbling to lay a wreath on behalf of the town - to remember the brave men and women who contributed and made the ultimate sacrifice so we could be free. I wish I could mention all the events, but I’ve tried to give a flavour of the wide range of community activities I’ve been privileged to attend. 
I’ve been blown away by the dedication and commitment shown by individuals and groups to their community, and how people are committed to each other and trying to make things better for their fellow residents. We owe a huge debt of gratitude to unsung heroes who work tirelessly behind the scenes, some of whom will be acknowledged at the Heart of Ulverston awards on 15th May. 
The Freedom of the Town was received by people who make outstanding contributions to our town, and it was a huge pleasure to be part of this. 
People talk about the privilege of being Mayor, but I want to say what an absolute joy it has been meeting so many people who stop and say hello to me when they’ve seen me at events, the warm welcomes I’ve received everywhere cannot be emphasised enough and it’s been heartwarming and wonderful to experience. I’m so grateful for the support of my two mayoral charities - Every Life Matters and the North West Air Ambulance service, which are so important to many Ulverston residents. I’ve been humbled by your generosity, especially at Carols at the Coro - such a popular festive event and a major source of the mayoral charity fund.  
So, a big thank you from me to my adopted town of Ulverston for your warmth and your welcome - I wish you all the happiness and success you deserve and I look forward to seeing you move forward and continue to be the fantastic place you are. 
Cllr. Shirley-Anne Wilson, Town Mayor 2025 -2026

Summary of Council Activities 2025/26: 

The Town Council own, operate and manage assets on behalf of the community. These are:
· Sir John Barrow Monument
· Sir John Barrow Monument support vehicle
· War Memorial
· 7 Allotment sites
· Sir John Barrow Cottage (leased to a third party)
· 8 Bus shelters
· Gill Banks and Little Hoad (leased from the Town Lands Trust)
· Public toilets on the Gill
· All Squirrel benches in Ulverston wards
· All benches on Hoad Hill
· Ford Park outdoor community gym
· Laurel and Hardy statue
· 3 CCTV cameras
· 3 defibrillators
· Cycle racks in 5 town centre locations

The Town Council organises the following annual events: 
· Civic Sunday
· Eco Fair    
· Spring and Autumn litter picks
· Summer bunting in the town centre
· World Environment Day event
· Charter Day family fun event 
· Remembrance Sunday parade
· Christmas lights including the town Christmas tree
· Carols at the Coro

The Council works collaboratively with local businesses, Ulverston Business Improvement District (BID), Ulverston Community Partnership, Westmorland & Furness Council, National Highways and the Environment Agency amongst others, to ensure that Ulverston’s voice is heard at every level.  

Work undertaken and projects in development include: 
· Car Parks
The Council works closely with Ulverston in Bloom and arrange the regular watering of  Buxton Place car park wooden planters in summer.
   
· Gill Toilets 
There have been some issues with drainage and the door entry system which have required call outs to fix the problems. The toilets have taken £1,869 in income and the total expenditure for cleaning and maintenance was £9,003.23. The price per visit is 40p to help towards running costs. The accessible toilet is free for radar key holders.

· Ulverston Courtesy Toilet Scheme
The scheme has proved very popular, a map of all toilets on the scheme is on the Town Council website at https://ulverstoncouncil.org.uk/updated-information-about-ulverstons-courtesy-toilet-scheme/ 
We have been made aware that some accessible toilets are difficult for some users so the Town Council have been working with the owners of the toilets to see if the facilities can be improved. 

· Period Poverty
Ulverston Town Council provide sanitary products throughout the town, they are readily available in the Indoor Market toilets, The Coro toilets and Roxy Cinema toilets, as well as the Town Council Office. 

· Ulverston Community Partnership (UCP)
The Town Council provides £5,000 to fund the work of UCP which markets the town, produces the annual festival leaflet, the town map, various walking and information leaflets and undertakes on a voluntary basis other marketing works in the town, including replenishing maps and guides in various car parks and shops. 


· CCTV
Ulverston Town Council’s three CCTV cameras continue to be monitored from Police HQ in Penrith. The Town Council continues to pay an annual maintenance fee. Other cameras are in place around the town, which Ulverston BID own and manage to help keep our town and its residents safe.
The Town Council offices now have CCTV, inside and outside of the building which has reduced anti-social behaviour in the area between the council offices and the Coro. 

· 20mph speed limit
The Town Council have worked with Westmorland and Furness Council to introduce a 20mph speed limit throughout the town and subsidised the scheme with £17,100. Signage and road markings have now been installed in some areas with further consultation taking place for different areas of the town at the time of writing. 

· Wi-Fi
Free Wi-Fi continues to be provided throughout the town centre. The Council previously worked with the BID to bring Wi-Fi to the Gill and Gill toilets to enable card payment entry.

· Squirrel seats and bus shelters
The Town Council has a maintenance programme to make sure that the squirrel seats are painted as often as possible. It also owns 8 bus shelters and has them  cleaned and maintained regularly.

· Ginnels and alleys
The Town Council organises power washing of these areas when required to help keep the town looking clean and tidy.

· Sir John Barrow Monument
2025 was a special year for the Sir John Barrow Monument, marking 175 years since the foundation stone was laid. To celebrate, the Town Band (who were also celebrating their 175th anniversary) played at the top of Hoad Hill on a sunny afternoon, which was enjoyed by many. 
Mr Dennis Batty, the great-great-great grandson of Sir John Barrow, attended the event and was awarded with a commemorative plaque by the Mayor of Ulverston. 

It has been an excellent year for public donations towards the upkeep of the Monument, which raised a total of £3,702.82. The Town Council’s Monument service vehicle, a  Skoda Kodiaq Scout, is an excellent asset, and is well equipped for carrying volunteers, groups, visitors and supplies up to the Monument. It also enables those with limited mobility to be able to visit. 
Contactless payment is available for refreshments and souvenirs. 

We have recently installed a donation station which is proving very popular for those wanting to make contactless donations towards the upkeep of the building. 

We now have many volunteers who help at the Monument on open days. They have all been DBS checked and have undertaken training,  including a basic First Aid Course. There is CCTV installed on all levels of the Monument to ensure the safety and security of visitors and volunteers. 

The Monument also has its own Facebook page ‘Sir John Barrow Monument’ with information such as opening times and special events. 
It is open to the public every Sunday April – October (weather permitting) and Bank Holidays. The flag is flown outside when it is open.

· VE Day 80 and VJ Day 80 beacons
To commemorate the 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day on 8th May and Victory over Japan Day on 15th August, the Town Council beacon was lit by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Ulverston on top of Hoad Hill. The Town Crier read the proclamation and the Last Post was sounded by members of Ulverston Town Band. Both events were well attended. 

· Sir John Barrow Cottage
The Town Council owns and maintains the cottage. In 2025, a new sink for handwashing was installed and painting of the exterior of the building was completed in spring 2026. The cottage is open on Fridays 10am – 2pm and Sundays 1pm – 5pm from April – October. Entry is free but donations are welcome to go towards the upkeep of the building. The building can also be hired for events, call 01229 588500 for more information. 

· Stan Laurel official blue plaque
In September, the Mayor of Ulverston unveiled a new official Town Council blue plaque on the birthplace of Stan Laurel in Argyle Street. Despite the torrential rain, around 150 people attended the ceremony, many travelling from across the country. The celebrations carried on afterwards at the Laurel and Hardy museum where videos of Laurel and Hardy were shown. 

· Freedom of the Town 
The Freedom of the Town is the highest civic honour a local council can bestow. It honours people or groups who have made an outstanding contribution to the town, or military units who have strong ties to the town. 
Freedom of the Town accolades granted in 2025/26: 
· Richard Butler MBE – for many years unwavering commitment to the Ulverston Victoria High School band and providing many opportunities for students, and organising many sell-out performances with the UVHS and Royal Marines bands at the Coro
· Anthony Hewitt – for many years unwavering commitment to organising the Ulverston International Music Festival which brings many visitors to the town
· Jess Gillam MBE – for being a world-renowned saxophonist who has put Ulverston on the map and is a fantastic role model for young musicians. Jess has remained dedicated to her hometown of Ulverston and its residents. (Due to Jess’ busy schedule, her award will be presented in November 2026)
· Ulverston Town Band – commemorating the the bands 175th anniversary and recognising them as part of all Civic events and festivals in Ulverston and beyond
· The Band of His Majesty’s Royal Marines Scotland and The Band of His Majesty’s Royal Marines Plymouth – both bands were granted the accolade for the commitment to performing in many annual concerts at the Coronation Hall with Ulverston Victoria High School, and for their strong links they have built with the town



· Benches on Little Hoad and Hoad Hill
The Town Council has a maintenance programme for benches on Little Hoad and Hoad Hill to ensure all are in good condition. If you spot any that are in need of attention, please let us know. 

· Bollards
All bollards around the town are owned by Westmorland and Furness Council, however, they have no funding to repaint them and will only carry out repairs if they are damaged or unsafe. With W&F’s permission, Ulverston Town Council has painted the bollards in most need of a new coat of paint and will continue in 2026 to paint others. Our thanks go to Archie Workman who has given his time free of charge to paint the bollards. 

· Gill Banks
The Gill Banks Action group continue to work on Gill Banks and are re-wilding areas with wildflowers and help to maintain and manage the area. They are always looking for more volunteers, please contact the Town Council office if you would like to help out.

· Canal to Next Ness track bed project
The Town Council worked for many years on a project to open the closed railway line as a multi-purpose footpath, cycle way and bridleway. Ecological studies have been  carried out. The Town Council were recently advised by Network Rail that they wish to sell the land on the open market and warned that there would be significant legal and professional fees further down the line. With this in mind, Ulverston Town Council agreed the project would likely be beyond its means. 
However, Network Rail have now confirmed they are happy to have another look at the project, and the conversation has now been reopened. 

· Rope Walk signage
The signage on the Rope Walk path had been in place over 20 years and was very dated and faded. We approached W&F Council who advised there were no funds in their budget to replace them, so with W&F’s permission, Ulverston Town Council designed and installed new signage.
The Mayor of Ulverston officially unveiled the new signs with many members of the public attending, to celebrate an important part of the heritage of the town. 

· Outdoor exercise equipment 
The outdoor community gym at Ford Park which was installed in June 2023 has proved to be extremely popular and is very well used by the community all year round. The Town council arranges the inspection of the equipment to ensure it is safe and in full working order.

Council have approved a project to install fitness trail equipment in Lightburn Park, which will be installed in the 2026/27 financial year. 

· Pump track project
Town Council have been asked by many members of the public to install a pump track and are now in a position to progress this. In 2025, Council approved to progress the project and discussions have taken place with W&F Council, pump track installers, local users of pump tracks and the local bike shop. A site visit has taken place and we will advise further updates as the project progresses.

· Borderlands
Ulverston has been allocated 3 million pounds by Government. This is for capital projects and can be applied for by organisations throughout Ulverston. The Town Council has been very involved in development of a place plan for the area and have submitted a Project Initiation Document for an exciting project in the town. The Town Council project passed the scrutiny process, and the next stage is for a fully costed Business Plan with detailed designs to be submitted to the Borderlands Team. A designer will soon be appointed for the design and costing of the project. 

· Ulverston Eco Fair
This was once more a very successful event, with many attendees throughout the day. It was held on a Saturday this year, which was a change from its usual Thursday. There were over 30 exhibitors in the Coro, plus free children’s activities in the Ante Room making bug hotels. 100 free pollinator plants were given away as well as 54 litter pickers and 130 packets of fruit, vegetable and wildflower seeds. 
£231.64 was raised on the raffle for the Mayors chosen charities and Ulverston in Bloom raised £190 from their refreshment stall to support their work in the town.

· World Environment Day
Ulverston Town Council celebrated World Environment Day 2025 on 7th June at the Coro. The focus for this event was on plastic reduction and sustainability. Our recycling leaflet was also launched, which provides information on where plastics  and blister packs can be recycled in the town. The leaflets are available from the council office. 

· Carbon footprint measuring
The Town Council is currently undertaking a Council carbon footprint measuring exercise via Green Small Business. The Town Council hope this will encourage other local organisations and businesses help to improve their environmental sustainability. Once the measurements have been collated, the Town Council will receive a report and suggestions on how its carbon footprint can be reduced and advice on how to implement any changes required. 

· Town Council litter picks
The Town Council organise two litter picks per year, in Spring and Autumn. 
Look out for information of future litter picks on our social media pages or call the office for further information. If you wish to do your own litter pick, either individually or in a group, please contact the office and we can provide the equipment for you. 

· Ulverston Climate Change book group
The group meet once a month to discuss the book they have read and collect a new book. It is completely free, and books are provided by the library service. All books have an eco-theme. If you are interested in being part of the group, please contact the Town Council office. 

· UK Town of Culture 2028
Ulverston Town Council formed a working group of Councillors, Ulverston BID, Ford Park and people from key events and festivals to put together ideas for the Town of Culture bid. Ulverston Town Council submitted the bid in March 2026 and will hear if it has been shortlisted in spring 2026.

· Charter Festival
This annual family fun day event took place on 6th September in the town centre. The sun shone on the many who attended, there were magic shows, performers, live music, face painting and free games. The dog show was very well attended which made the Mayors job of judging very difficult! The allotment awards were presented by the Chair of the Allotments Committee to commend the hard work put into the allotments over the year. 

· Remembrance Day and the Remembrance Day Parade
Local community group ‘Poppies for Ulverston’ knitted thousands of poppies which were installed on side of the Town Council office, on the War Memorial and on the balcony of the Coro. The displays were fantastic and we would like to thank all who helped knit for the installations. 
Ulverston Town Council organised the parade for the Royal British Legion. The Town Band led the parade to the War Memorial where the Mayor laid a wreath.

· Carols at the Coro
This annual free community event led by Ulverston Town Band was enjoyed by all who attended. Furness Bach Choir and Church Walk School also performed festive favourites. A record £879.64 was raised from the raffle and retiring collections which were added to the Mayor’s chosen charities. Thank you to all who contributed. 

· Food Bank 
The Town Council works in partnership with the Trussell Trust to provide vouchers for those in need which enables them to collect food from the Food Bank at the Bethany Church on Victoria Road. The Food Bank is open on a Monday and Thursday between 11am – 1pm.

· Councillor training
Training logs were introduced in 2024 for Councillor training. A record of staff and Councillor training is kept and any courses or qualifications which assist staff or councillors in their role is arranged and undertaken. 

Lobbied
· Westmorland and Furness Highways
Ulverston Town Councillors have reported many of the potholes around the town and also asked for various lines to be repainted, including the bus stop on County Square and the parking bay on Market Street. The parking bays at the top of Market Street. 

Ulverston Town Council has also lobbied W&F Council regarding the safety issues on Springfield Road. With three schools in close proximity, drop off and pick up times are dangerous for those needing to cross the road. W&F have now agreed to install two zebra crossings on Springfield Road.

· Stagecoach
After the County Square bus stop was withdrawn from X6 and 6 bus timetables in November, Ulverston Town Council have campaigned to get this reinstated. Due to bus passengers now having to cross the busy A590, this has affected footfall in the town. There have been various online meetings with Cumbria Better Connected where this has been discussed with the Stagecoach area manager. A site visit took place in summer 2025, where the Clerk and Councillors met Stagecoach and W&F Highways team to discuss. It was agreed the bus stop would be remarked and CCTV installed to ensure no unauthorised vehicles stop or park in the bus stop, which would allow buses to safely operate again. This work is due to be carried out in 2026. 

· Ulverston Leisure Centre. Ulverston Town Council, including our Westmorland and Furness councillors continue to ensure the towns voice is heard regarding the proposed new Leisure Centre. The Town Council has had regular meetings with the Assistant Director of Community Infrastructure and Assistant Director of Corporate Assets, Fleet and Capital Programme regarding this. Further regular meetings have been booked to gain further updates and provide input. 

· Communication
The Council fully subscribes to social media and together with its updated website, also uses Instagram and has a Facebook page (details on page 3). 

[bookmark: _Hlk481674764] Reports from the Chairs of Standing committees

Council Leader & Chair of Finance & General Purposes Standing Committee: Cllr Mark Wilson

Finance & General Purposes is a standing committee of Ulverston Town Council which meets on the first Wednesday of every month. It is formed with a proportionate manner of members from the Town Councils three political parties. 

The Committee makes recommendations on spending, potential projects and other various items, which are then put to Full Council for decisions to be made. It gives an early chance for Councillors to weigh up recommendations for action after discussion. 
Finance matters and internal controls are within the scope and remit of the Committee. Councillors check the various statements from accounts held by the Town Council, 
the Clerk and Finance Officer present the papers for inspection. 

Other groups may ask to address Ulverston Town Council via the F&GP Committee or seek to ask questions on projects or issues that they might bring to us.

The Town Council finances come from a number of sources, but generally from the Precept (Council Tax) which is sent by the Local Unitary Authority, Westmorland and Furness Council. Funding can also come from various funding streams, charitable foundations, plus CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) which is a levy imposed by the Unitary Authority on house builders and developers who build and sell housing within the Town Council area. CIL funding must be spent specifically on capital community infrastructure projects.

Ulverston Town Council through budget setting applies funds to various Council expenditure such as assets, allotments, events and other issues that residents may put forward as worthy of financial support. The F&GP Committee takes advice from the Town Clerk (who is also the Responsible Financial Officer) before deciding which projects to support at Full Council. 

Ulverston Town Council has provided over 30 community and festival grants this year.
Where it was felt that a grant could not be offered, we assisted the applicants to revise an application or seek a more appropriate manner of sourcing funding.

We are audited twice a year, and we are always pleased that the Town Clerk prepares and supplies the Internal and External Auditors with the reports, figures and evidence they require, often exceeding their demands.

Ulverston Town Council has set up various working groups, taking a special interest in new developments such as the ongoing design and grant application for Coronation Hall improvements. This is a dual approach, Westmorland and Furness Council are due to release some £2 million with a further £500,000 coming from Borderlands funding. 
We also hope the Coro is successful in a bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund for a further £3 million to improve the Coro further for the next few decades.
A similar working group was set up to help submit a bid to apply for the UK Town of Culture award.

We have taken steps to set up a Youth Project to promote an increase in useful activities for young people. We have listened to younger voices who came to Council to ask for Town Council support to build a pump track, we are now progressing this and hope to see it through to fruition during 2027. 
Our ambition is to also fit an outdoor fitness trail at Lightburn Park. 

The Town Council directly helps the Sir John Barrow Monument team to operate the building which is a popular visitor attraction. In 2025 we installed CCTV cameras on each level of the building to improve safety and security measures for visitors and volunteers. 

We have employed consultants to suggest ways that we may begin the task of decarbonisation of our properties, travel arrangements and supply of materials. This is underway and will be completed in 2026.

We seek to work more closely with Westmorland and Furness Council to assist residents and businesses prepare for future flooding and storms. 

I am pleased that UTC have supported feasibility studies to improve pedestrian and passenger accessibility to Ulverston Station. The major funding via Network Rail has been sought and put in place to begin these much waited for schemes in 2026.

As a Councillor, I have been pleased to sit on the Committees of Croftlands Community Association and Ulverston Resilience Group. Two wonderful groups who put so much time and effort into the provision of community space, and community and personal resilience for the residents of Ulverston.

F&GP Committee organise finance to improve equipment, keep the public conveniences at the Gill in good working order and maintain the outdoor gym equipment at Ford Park. We have the Laurel and Hardy Statue cleaned professionally twice a year and look after the listed War Memorial. 

I did not want to write a list of all we have done but for those who wish to learn more are most welcome to attend council meetings throughout the year or contact the team at the Town Council offices to seek information.





Environmental Sustainability Standing Committee Report
Chair: Cllr Paul Smith

 The Environmental Sustainability Committee was created to reflect and promote Ulverston Town Council’s desire to help Ulverston become a greener and more environmentally minded community. Now at the end of our third full term the Committee has overseen the creation and implementation of further projects over the last twelve months, including amongst many;
●	Commitment to ensuring the Town Council allotment tenants cease using harmful glyphosate pesticides and replacing them with non-harmful alternatives
●	Organising events in recognition of World Environment Day
●	Undertaking a Carbon Footprint measuring study to help set an example as to how environmental sustainability can be improved

Over this administrative year, 2025-26, the Committee has successfully seen the ‘seeding and sprouting’ of new projects and the continued growth of others (the annually reused puns intended):
●	The Environmental Sustainability Grant fund was successfully launched. At time of writing there have been applications granted to local schools and community groups. The committee has been working with local schools to encourage them to apply
●	Held a Q&A session with Westmorland & Furness council portfolio holder for Climate Change and Biodiversity to discuss/share ideas and prospective co-operative action
●	Moving forward with plans to plant pollinator- friendly flowering bulbs in Lightburn Park and Well Lane
●	Continuation of town wide organised litter picks
●	The collation and completion of the Town Council’s Carbon Footprint report 
●	The ongoing work towards the installation of solar panels to power the Sir John Barrow Monument
●	Continued work towards green roofing new bus shelters
●	Researching areas around the town suitable to improve biodiversity by installing ‘insect hotels’, perennial flowers and other low maintenance plants
●	The ongoing continued success of the Climate Change book group

And last, but not least, the jewel in the crown of the committee's work:
●	The annual Eco Fair in April, this year set to the theme of sustainable fashion. Another fantastically attended event with a myriad of differing exhibitors, vendors and activities. Following last year's free Hedgehog highways, the 2026 event provided free pollinating plants, seeds and litter pickers.

 The Committee wishes to give a huge, deserved thanks to the sterling work undertaken by the Clerk and Projects officer, without whom, the Eco Fair would not be such a resounding success.

Allotments Standing Committee Report
Chair: Cllr Helen Irving
Our Town Council Allotment sites are presently all occupied with a healthy waiting list for any vacancies.
For those of you whom maybe unaware, the Town Council is supported in the running and upkeep of the allotments by the elected allotment site representatives, who do an excellent job in assisting and guiding the allotment holders with minor issues and notifying the council of any major issues.
The Allotments Committee meet on a regular basis to discuss the upkeep and running of the allotments. Regular walk around inspections are also carried out regularly. 
Since the condemning of the Ellers site, all tenants were relocated and have settled onto other sites. Future discussions and decisions on the future of this site will be discussed by the full Town Council, and the outcome will be communicated at a later date.
For any budding growers out there who maybe considering taking on an allotment, please feel free to contact Debbie Duncan at the Town Council Office, or visit our website to add your name to the waiting list. We have allotments of varying sizes to cater for all needs.
I say this every year but the allotments committee is one of my favourites as I get to see first-hand the hard work and rewards of the allotment holders. This is recognised annually at the Town Council Charter Festival, after the judging has taken place by the Allotment Committee. Various prizes are awarded to the allotment holders, from novices to experts.
My thanks must go to the staff in the office especially the Finance and Admin Officer for the continuing hard work and support she puts in managing the day to day running of all the council’s allotment sites and keeping me informed.

Human Resources Standing Committee 
Chair: Cllr Helen Irving

Over the last twelve months the committee have carried out the appraisals of the Town Clerk and other members of the Council Office staff. Future plans and goals were discussed and set. Ongoing training for staff and Councillors is actively encouraged and a training log kept for each person. Any upcoming training is approved by Full Council and arranged by the Town Clerk. 

Regular policy reviews are undertaken to ensure we as a Council meet the correct criteria to operate and ensure the best service for the town and its residents.

Annual pay increases have been discussed and agreed by full council.

No other issues have been brought to the committee.

Our thanks go to the Clerk, Finance and Admin Officer and Project and Admin Officer for the excellent work they all do in helping the smooth and efficient running of the Town Council Office and supporting its councillors, the people of Ulverston and visitors to the town.





Ulverston Town Council Community and Festival Grants awarded May 2025
	

	Community Grants
	

	Total approved budget £35,000
	 

	
	

	Group/ organisation
	Award 

	Every Life Matters
	£1,390

	Ford Park
	£2,000

	Ulverston Inshore Rescue
	£635

	Bethany Church
	£1,200

	Friends of the X112
	£2,000

	Mycelium Thinking
	£750

	Ulverston Amateur Operatic Society
	£750

	Ulverston Town Band
	£3,000

	Ulverston Pantomime Society
	£750

	Ulverston Otters Swimming Club
	£1,000

	CancerCare South Cumbria
	£2,975

	Ulverston Resilience Group
	£2,000

	Ulverston Rangers FC
	£1,000

	Ulverston In Bloom
	£3,000

	Ulverston Wolverines
	£1,500

	Ulverston and District Flower Club
	£400

	Ulverston Albert Twinning Association
	£500

	Ulverston Food Project
	£750

	Temple of Mumma
	£1,500

	Swarthmoor Junior FC
	£750

	Printshare Lakes
	£900

	Croftlands Community Centre
	£1,000

	Ulverston Conservative Bowling Club
	£500

	Ulverston Victoria High School 
	£500

	Sir John Barrow School
	£1,000

	Church Walk C of E Primary School 
	£750

	Sandside Lodge School
	£2,000

	Furness Junior Chess Association
	£500


Total: 						           £35,000


	Festival Grants
	 

	Approved budget £12,900
	 

	
	

	Group/ organisation
	Award

	Retro Rendezvous
	£1,500.00

	Lantern Festival
	£2,000.00

	Printfest
	£500.00

	South Cumbria Music Festival
	£1,000.00

	Ulverston Pride
	£2,000.00

	The Bay Film Festival
	£1,000.00

	Ulverston International Music Festival
	£3,000.00

	Furness Tradition
	£1,000.00


Total: 						           £12,900

Community Infrastructure Levy fund (CIL)
The Council is also in receipt of funding from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
This is a sum of funds awarded to the Town Council via Westmorland and Furness Council and is based on a levy made on all development in the area.  The breakdown of committed and paid funds can be found below:

	Project
	Amount £
	Committed/ paid

	St Mary’s Hospice – reconfiguration and extension of kitchen facilities for patients, visitors and staff. Work completed early 2026
	15,000
	Paid

	Westmorland and Furness Hoad Hill path – top section of path replacement (front path up Hoad hill) to ensure safer path. Work to be carried out summer 2026
	10,000
	Paid

	South Ulverston Flood Prevention Scheme via Environment Agency
	50,000
	Committed

	Westmorland and Furness Better Leisure - Leisure Centre
	20,000
	Committed

	Borderlands Public Realm match funding
	30,000
	Committed



Grants from the CGP Trust
The Town Council act on behalf of CGP as trustees to award community grants from a very generous grant of £24,000 per annum from CGP (Coordination Group Publications Ltd) who are based in Broughton-in-Furness. The awards made in 2025 – 26 were as follows: 

	Retro Rendezvous
	£400

	Ulverston Amateur Operatic Society [UAOS]
	£1,000

	Friends of Sandside School
	£1,000

	St Mary's Hospice 
	£1,000

	SWL Explorer Scouts
	£500

	Furness Tradition
	£300

	Swarthmoor Junior Football Club
	£400

	Friends and Family of St Mary's Primary School
	£1,000

	Bardsea Malt Kiln Hall
	£1,000

	Croftlands Junior School
	£716

	Community Sports Arena
	£600

	Friends of Penny Bridge CE Academy
	£1,000

	Temple of Play
	£967

	Happy Healthy Together
	£930

	Morecambe Bay Partnership
	£500

	Royal British Legion
	£1,000

	Church Walk Pre-school nursery
	£500

	Community Solutions CIC
	£1,000

	Furness Youth Theatre
	£450

	Ulverston & District Flower Club
	£800

	John Strutt Conservation Foundation
	£290

	South Cumbria Musical Festival
	£1,000

	Printfest Ulverston
	£500

	Up Hoad
	£500

	Baycliff Community Association
	£500

	Community Sports Arenas CIC
	£500

	Retro Rendezvous Festival Ltd
	£500

	Lindal Bowling Club
	£500

	Ulverston Table Tennis Club
	£1,000

	Community Chat Parish Magazine
	£450

	Families Matter
	£800

	Ulverston Lantern Festival
	£500

	Ulverston & District Flower Club
	£400



United Charities 2025 – 2026 Apportionment of Dividend 
The Trustees are all Ulverston Town Councillors, and the awards are all made in the spirit of the original individual trust documents. Awards were made to Ulverston Parish Church, Ulverston Victoria High School and the Ulverston Food Bank. 

	United Charities:
	Balances

	Closing balance March 2026
	£118,095.07

	Dividend on Investment
	£375.44

	Donations:
	

	Churches Together in Ulverston
	£300

	Ulverston Food Bank
	£300

	UVHS
	£300

	Total:
	£900




Thank you for taking the time to read the Ulverston Town Council Annual Report.
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