Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee
Wednesday 1 April 2026 @ 6pm in the Town Council office

	Item
	Minutes
	Action

	
	
	

	F25/2026
	
	Elected Members:
	In Attendance

	Cllr M. Wilson
	Yes

	Cllr J. Drake
	Yes

	Cllr M. Hornby
	Yes

	Cllr C. Howard
	Yes

	Cllr R. O’Hara
	Yes

	Cllr J. Pickthall
	Yes

	Cllr G. Scrogham
	No

	Cllr S.A. Wilson (Mayor)
	Yes

	
	

	Non-Voting Members:
	

	Cllr P. Smith (Deputy Mayor)
	No

	
	

	Officers
	

	Clerk
	No

	Project and Admin Officer
	Yes


 
	

	F26/2026
	Minutes 
Committee resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

	Full Council

	F27/2026

	Finance matters
Committee resolved to approve the bank statements, bank reconciliation, reserve account and budget variances.
The Project and Admin Officer advised she would investigate the following transactions queried by councillors:
· 16th March: £596.30 refund from Everflow Ltd [this was a refund received from our water supplier]
· 17th March: £480 paid to Matthew Forrester [this was a payment to a contractor regarding hedge trimming at Dragley Beck allotments]
· 25th March: £100 return of error [an allotment tenant paid £100 in error; this was a return of their payment]

	Full Council



	F28/2026
	Grants 
Committee discussed the Community and Festival grant applications and made recommendations to Full Council for approval as per the Grant Recommendations spreadsheet.
The Clerk had recorded that the approved budget for Festival Grants was £15,865 and £12,800 total in applications had been received. The amount included two applications from the same organisation; the Clerk had recommended one of these be removed bringing the total amount to £11,800. 
The approved Community grant budget was £36,000, however as this section was over-subscribed, the Clerk had recorded a recommendation to use the surplus £4,065 from Festival grants to make up the shortfall in Community grants. 
During the discussion, councillors declared conflicts of interest where relevant.
Committee resolved to approve. 

	Full Council/ Clerk

	F29/2026
	Civic Budget
Committee resolved to approve the regular annual expenditure within this financial year’s Civic budget which was agreed as £5600.00 and includes the following -
•	Civic Sunday
•	Wreaths for Remembrance events
•	Carols at the Coro room hire costs (The retiring collection goes to the Mayors fund raising) 
•	Twinning Association
•	Scrolls and Certificates – production and framing (as approved)
•	Engraving of Mayors Chain
•	Lettering Mayoral board

	Full Council

	F30/2026
	Annual Town Meeting and Annual Meeting of the Town Council.  
Committee noted the dates and venues of the following: 
•	Annual Town Meeting – 11th May, 7pm in The Coro. 
•	Annual Meeting of the Town Council – 18th May, 7pm at Croftlands Community Centre.

	Full Council 

	F31/2026
	Oakwood Drive bus shelter
On 16th March, a vehicle collided with the Town Council bus shelter on Oakwood Drive. It was made safe but is not repairable and will require a new shelter.
The Clerk has enquired whether the bus shelter can be upgraded to include a green roof which the Claims Team have advised would be classed as ‘betterment’ and not something the Council would be entitled to, however it would be available at an additional cost. 
Council recommend Full Council approve Euroshel who have provided the cheapest quote.

	Full Council 

	F32/2026
	Borderlands £30k funding for Public Realm project
Committee noted that the £30k funding has now been returned from Ulverston BID to enable the design work of the Town Council Roxy Plaza Public Realm project. 

	Full Council

	F33/2026
	Tank Field allotment clearance
Four allotment plots have been left in a poor state at Tank Field following the tenant’s departure from the site. There are several outbuildings and sheds plus play equipment and commercial kitchen equipment which have been left behind. There are four very large plots which should be able to be split into eight plots which would generate further income. 
Committee recommend Full Council approve Quote 1 to carry out the work to clear the plots.

	Full Council

	F34/2026
	Assertion 10 website upgrade
Committee noted that the website has been updated up to (WCAG 2.2 AA) compliance standards by 1st April and the upgrade was carried out by Town Council web host Furness Media. 

	

	F35/2026
	Date of Next Meeting.  Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 6pm in the Town Council Office

	



2

