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Minutes of the Ulverston Town Council Meeting 
held on Monday 20th April 2026, 7pm
at Croftlands Community Centre, Ulverston

Present: Cllrs: S.A Wilson (Chair), J. Clark, J. Drake, J. Filmore, M. Hornby, E. Hunt,
H. Irving, R. O’Hara, J. Pickthall, H. Pierce, S. Ronson, G. Scrogham, P. Smith, 
M. Stanton, M. Wilson. Clerk. 2 members of the public.

Before the meeting, the Mayor gave congratulations to Cllr Laura Scrogham
on her recent engagement.

C182. Notification of Absence. Cllrs C. Howard, L. Scrogham, M. Scrogham

C183. Requests for dispensations: None received

C184. Declarations of interest: Planning: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving who are members of Westmorland and Furness Planning Committee. Cllr S.A Wilson - items 10.d, 13, 18 and 19 (Ford Park and Town Lands Trust). Cllr S. Ronson – items 10.d, 18 and 19 (Ford Park). Cllr M. Hornby – item 13 (Town Lands Trust). Cllr P. Smith – item 13 (Town Lands Trust). Cllr J. Pickthall – item 13 (Town Lands Trust) Cllr J. Drake – item 10.d (Furness Tradition) 

C185. Town Mayor’s announcements:
· 21st March attended South Cumbria Music Festival gala evening at Dalton church, which had a focus on young performers. An enjoyable evening and so much talent
· 27th March visited Pennington School which was celebrating its 150yr anniversary. The children wore Victorian costumes and had done lots of research into Victorian times
· 28th March attended Light up Hoad. The Mayor thanked Cllr Graham Scrogham and team for putting such a spectacular event on
· 2nd April was the first visit to Ulverston for the job centre bus. There were three advisors who were extremely knowledgeable and helpful. The Mayor said she hopes the Town Council can support it as an initiative. They had tailored job packages for those over 50, people who have been out of work for a long time, young people and neurodiverse people. The job bus will be in Ulverston on the first Thursday of every month
· 5th April attended Lightburn park family fun day
· 11th April attended Ford Park spring fair 
· 16th April attended Ulverston-Albert Twinning Committee meeting as President
· 17th April – did shift at Ulv food project. Very upset when got home. 50 – 60 people through door in 2 hours. Lots of people wanted to talk. Lots of people genuinely struggling and had children with them. Suggestion to go along and do a shift there to Cllrs. Very humbling experience. 
· 18th April – Eco Fair – very positive experience lots of different stalls. Went on to lifeboat coffee morning fundraising. Then Bardsea afternoon tea and exhibition – 80 yrs since hall was gifted to village. Went back later for ceilieh. Lots of people attended. 

C186. Public Participation. None           

C187. Brief update from:  
Clerk
· The Clerk thanked everyone who attended the Town Council litter pick on 16th March, many students from UVHS and members of the public took part on a very miserable, rainy day and collected a very impressive 22 bags of rubbish.
· The painting of the Sir John Barrow cottage exterior has now been completed. The cottage is now back open for the season on Fridays 10am - 2pm and Sundays 1pm - 5pm.
· A Flooding Resilience event will take place on Wednesday 13th May at Swarthmoor Hall, 10am – 4pm. Ulverston Town Council have been working closely with Cumbria CVS and Ulverston Resilience Group to organise the event. There will be various speakers from W&F, the Environmental Agency, Ulverston Resilience Group and United Utilities. Lunch will be included and there are still places available.
· On Thursday 23rd April there will be a lunch meeting with new Chief Executive of W&F Miranda Cannon for Town Council members.  
· On Saturday 25th April, the Mayor and Cllr Graham Scrogham will present the Freedom of the Town certificates to both the Scottish and Plymouth section of the Royal Marines at their concert with UVHS.
· The Clerk thanked the Project and Admin Officer for arranging another successful Eco Fair on Saturday and thanked the Councillors who helped on the raffle. A total of £231.64 was raised which will go into the Mayors fundraising pot. The event was well attended, and early feedback has been very positive.

Westmorland & Furness Councillors
Cllr H. Irving
No update
Cllr J. Filmore
· Attended the Coro development working group meeting.
· W&F Council is actively transforming into a "Child Friendly" community to prioritise the rights, needs, and well-being of young people aged 0–19 (or 25 with SEND). The initiative will offer family hubs, support services, and participatory opportunities such as the Youth Steering Group. 
Cllr J. Drake
· Did a presentation at Cumbria Local Nature Strategy group, highlighting the work of Climate Change Book group.
The next meeting will be discussing the strategy 7th May 7.30pm at the Roxy.
· Attended Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee where rural transport and access to education was discussed. The meeting was held at Greengate Carers hub rather than the usual venue of Barrow Town Hall. Met lots of passionate carers and lots of young people. Meeting in the hub received positive feedback and further meetings will be arrange in other hubs in the area. 

Leader of Ulverston Town Council
Cllr M. Wilson
· With this being the last Town Council meeting of the Council year, Cllr Wilson thanked Council for the hard work in the last 12 months.
· People’s Emergency Briefing. Cllr Wilson asked if the Clerk could share the details of this event with members and on Council social media pages. Every town and parish council across Cumbria will meet across various groups to discuss the briefing.
· People being affected by e-bikes and e-scooters, the Police are currently looking into this issue in Ulverston. 
		
C188. Minutes: Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Council meeting on 16 March 2026 and authorised them as a true record. 

C189. Part II minutes. Council resolved to approve the Part II minutes of the Council meeting on 16 March 2026 and authorised them as a true record. 

C190. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). Council noted the timetable received from the External Auditor SA Moore for the submission of the Annual Accounting Statement and the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2026 together with the prescribed period for public examination and submission of the AGAR documents by 30/06/26.

C191. Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson.
a. Council noted the minutes from 1st April and actions therein. 
b. Council resolve to approve the bank statement, reserve account 
balance and bank reconciliation. 
c. Council resolved to approve the end of financial year budget variances.
d. Grants. Council resolved to approve the grant apportionment for community groups and festivals to be paid in May. (List of applicants sent with papers) 
The Clerk advised that a grant application was received from Retro Rendezvous festival and was unfortunately overlooked. 
The requested forms from one of the applicants have still not been sent so the Clerk recommended Retro Rendezvous receives this funding. Council resolved to approve and also approved to support with the remaining £342. All other amounts would remain unchanged. 
e. Civic Budget. Council noted the regular annual expenditure within this financial year’s Civic budget which was agreed as £5600.00 includes the following -
· Civic Sunday
· Wreaths for Remembrance events
· Carols at the Coro room hire costs (The retiring collection goes to the Mayors fund raising) 
· Twinning Association
· Scrolls and Certificates – production and framing (as approved)
· Engraving of Mayors Chain
· Lettering Mayoral board 
f. Oakwood Drive bus shelter. Council resolved to approve the quote from Euroshel to replace the damaged bus shelter. The party liable for damage will reimburse the Town Council for the full costs. 
g. Borderlands £30k funding for Public Realm project.
Council noted that the £30k funding has now been returned from Ulverston BID to enable the design work of the Town Council Roxy Plaza Public Realm project.
h. Tank Field allotment clearance. Council resolved to approve Quote 1 to carry out the clearance of four plots at Tank Field. 
i. Assertion 10 website upgrade. Council noted that the Town Council website has been updated up to (WCAG 2.2 AA) compliance standards which were in place by 1st April and were carried out by website host Furness Media.
j. Monthly payments. Council resolved to approve the monthly payments and assigned Councillors M. Hornby and H. Irving to authorise payments the following day.

Cllr G. Scrogham added that the new Dona payment station in the Monument had already raised £512 in card payments over the Easter opening weekend. He thanked the dedicated team of volunteers for polishing the floor and doing various maintenance tasks before the Monument opened for the season.

C192. UK Town of Culture 2028 Expression of Interest. 
Council noted that Ulverston Town Council’s bid for the UK Town of culture was submitted on 27th March. Shortlisted towns will be announced in the next few weeks. 

C193. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment. Council noted the latest CIL payment received in April was £15,726.93, bringing the current total unallocated CIL fund to £22,899.87. 

C194. Town Lands Trust registered address. From June 2026, Hart Jackson will no longer be administering the Town Lands Trust. They will be appointing a Clerk to the Trustees imminently. Town Lands will need to identify a registered office which cannot be a 
		PO Box number and cannot be the Clerk to the Trustees home address. 
Town Lands have asked the Town Council to be the registered office of the Trust. 
This would be principally for Companies House and Charity Commission records and will not generate additional calls or additional work for the Town Council office.  Council resolved to approve the Town Council office becoming the Town Lands trust registered office. 

C195. Carnival committee distribution of funds. The Ulverston Carnival committee will disband shortly due to challenges with putting the Carnival event back on. They wish to distribute their remaining funds to local groups and charities and have asked if the Mayor could present the cheques on the committees’ behalf as part of the Town Councils Annual Town meeting on 11th May. Council noted. 

C196. Town Council representative on Ulverston BID committee. Cllr Laura Scrogham has stepped down from the Ulverston BID committee. Council resolved to approve Cllr J. Pickthall to join the BID committee. Proposed: Cllr M. Wilson. Seconded: Cllr G. Scrogham

C197. Ulverston Community Partnership. 
Council noted the minutes from the meeting on 23rd March and actions therein. 

C198. Ulverston-Albert Twinning committee. 
Council noted the minutes from the meeting on 12th March and actions therein.

C199. Annual maintenance for Ford Park Community Gym. 
	Council resolved to approve Caloo to conduct the annual safety inspection on the outdoor gym equipment at a cost of £525+ VAT.

C200. Planning:	
· The Town Council is a Statutory Consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.  
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.   
The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by Councillors show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 
	
	Plan Number
	Detail
	Applicant

	2026/0420/HOU
	3 Quaker Fold ULVERSTON LA12 9NE
Conversion of the ground floor portion of the existing detached garage to form ancillary living accommodation (granny annexe). Erection of a single storey shed to the rear of the garage
	Approve

	2026/0392/FPA
	Ulverston Brewing Company Lightburn Road ULVERSTON LA12 0AU
Change of use of a vacant office Use Class E(g)(iii) - Industrial processes space to a hair salon Use Class E(c)(ii) - Professional services
	Approve

	2026/0527/FPA
	Car Park Ford Park ULVERSTON LA12 7JP
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 2024/0202/FPA (Construction of single storey community building and staff office pod, to include public restrooms, multi-purpose halls and solar panel array)
	Approve

	2026/0372/HOU
	28 Sunderland Terrace ULVERSTON LA12 7JY
Reopen a former rear doorway for a new uPVC door, part-infill the existing door to form a window, introduce internal partitions to reconfigure rooms across all floors, and install a hybrid heating system incorporating an air-source heat pump in the rear yard and a gas boiler at first-floor level.
	Approve (with following comments) Cllr O’Hara noted there was a concern regarding noise levels and asked if an assessment can be carried out on potential noise levels ahead of the installation

	2026/0374/LBC
	28 Sunderland Terrace Ulverston LA12 7JY
Listed Building Consent to reopen a former rear doorway for a new uPVC door, part-infill the existing door to form a window, introduce internal partitions to reconfigure rooms across all floors, and install a hybrid heating system incorporating an air-source heat pump in the rear yard and a gas boiler at first-floor level.
	Approve (with following comments) Cllr O’Hara noted there was a concern regarding noise levels and asked if an assessment can be carried out on potential noise levels ahead of the installation

	2026/0628/PIP
	Land East of Springfield Road North of Dragley Beck ULVERSTON LA12 0EJ
Permission in principle application for up to four dwellings
	Reject 
Council’s comments - 
Cllr M. Hornby said Springfield Road is already extremely busy with three schools and this proposal would increase traffic and therefore the danger of a potential accident. 
Cllrs J. Drake and S.A. Wilson said numerous members of the public have emailed them with concerns regarding the potential development, particularly with vehicular access. The location is very close to Swarthmoor Hall wood which is abundant with wildlife and the proposal would affect this.
Council noted many objections had been submitted regarding this application 


	2026/0627/HOU
	12 Springfield Park Road ULVERSTON LA12 0EQ
Proposed bay window extension to the front elevation
	Approve 

	2026/0630/HOU
	Lock Cottage Canal Foot ULVERSTON LA12 9EL
Proposed single storey side extension, internal works and replacement windows
	Approve

	2026/0631/LBC
	Lock Cottage Canal Foot ULVERSTON LA12 9EL
Listed Building Consent for a proposed single storey side extension, internal works and replacement windows
	Approve

	2026/0708/LBC
	Lock Cottage Canal Foot Ulverston LA12 9EL
Listed building consent for the replacement of the existing gravel driveway with a natural stone paved surface.
	Approve

	2026/0620/HOU
	69 Holyoake Terrace Watery Lane ULVERSTON LA12 9DD
Proposed two storey side extension
	Approve

	2026/0582/FPA
	Unit 12-14 Ulverston Auction Mart North Lonsdale Terrace ULVERSTON LA12 9AU
Siting of 19 metal self-storage containers. (Resubmission of 2025/1109/FPA)
	Approve (with following comments) – Councillors asked that access is only allowed during reasonable hours and not 24/7, to reduce noise and disruption for residents in the vicinity

	2026/0389/HOU
	5 Rydal Road ULVERSTON LA12 9BT
Demolition of existing outbuilding and erection of a two-storey side extension
	Approve 



C201. Public participation. None
		
C202. Date of next meeting. (Annual Town Meeting) 11th May, 7pm in The Coro.
     There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.52pm.
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