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Minutes of the Ulverston Town Council Meeting held on Monday 15th June 2026 7pm
at Croftlands Community Centre, Ulverston

Present: Cllrs: P. Smith, (Chair), J. Clark, J. Filmore, M. Hornby, 
C. Howard, E. Hunt, H. Irving, R. O’Hara, J. Pickthall, H. Pierce, 
M. Wilson, Clerk. Project and Admin Officer. 6 members of the public.

D031. Notification of Absence. Cllrs J. Drake, S. Ronson, G. Scrogham, L. Scrogham, M. Scrogham, M. Stanton and S.A Wilson.

D032. Requests for dispensations: None received 

D033. Declarations of interest: Planning: Cllrs J. Filmore and H. Irving who are members of   Westmorland and Furness Planning Committee.

D034. Town Mayor’s announcements:
· Cllr Smith said he was very honoured to invited to open an exhibition by a local artist at Art House on 29th May
· 2nd June attended St Mary’s Hospice with the Deputy Mayor for the opening of two new family rooms in the In-Patient Unit. The High Sheriff of Cumbria also attended. The Town Council provided funding towards the refurbishment, so was great to see it completed and it making a difference to patients and their families
· 10th June attended Sandside Lodge School café opening with Cllr S.A. Wilson, they have done an outstanding job refurbishing the building and getting the café up and running. The staff and students were very proud and enthusiastic, they make all their own cakes and encouraged everyone to support the café. 

D035. Public Participation
· Member of public asked if there was a date when the Ulverston station Access for All project will be started to install the new footbridge and lift
· Member of the public said they wanted to highlight the appalling state of reinstatement to the cobbles on Market Street following some work a few months ago. They had submitted their concerns to W&F Council but received a generic reply and nothing has been done. As well as being extremely dangerous, it is within the Conservation Area and  aesthetically looks awful. They asked if the Town Council could formally write to Westmorland and Furness Council (who also need to make their contractors aware) to ask them to rectify the poor workmanship and ensure any future work is carried out to a high standard. 

D036. Brief update from:  
Clerk 
Regarding the Town of Culture 2028 submission which the Town Council sent in back in April, the shortlisted towns were due to be announced last month, but due to the amount of applications received, this will be announced at the end of July. 

	There have been many enquiries regarding the stage that Ulverston BID have put up at Market Cross. The stage is due to remain in situ until the end of August, and the BID have arranged a schedule of performances which will take place on Saturdays.

Westmorland & Furness Councillors
Cll J. Drake
· Attended the meeting regarding the proposed housing on Springfield Road and spoke on behalf of residents
· Attended a child-friendly W&F discovery day which involved lego play and group problem solving activities
· Met the new Chief Executive of W&F, Mirnda Cannon who welcomed Councillors concerns in a constructive session. Hopefully there will be further opportunities for these type of engagements in future

Cllr H. Irving
· Cllr Irving advised she had been asked about the recent W&F Council press release regarding Section 114. W&F have declared they are in an extremely difficult financial situation and needs to make £40 million savings in the next three years. Cllr Irving said she had no further information but will keep Council updated
· 20mph consultation. This is now completed and some minor changes are being made before the project is delivered

Cllr J. Filmore
· Attended a meeting regarding Community Infrastructure Funding Levy (CIL). There will be a large investment at Ulverston Health Centre, which will create more consulting rooms

Leader of Ulverston Town Council
Cllr M. Wilson
· Cllr Wilson thanked the Project and Admin Officer for putting on the Town Council World Environment Day event at the Coro and the Councillors who helped on the day. The theme this year was being ‘Textile Savvy’, there was lots of useful information on clothing repairs and recycling
· The Project and Admin officer also helped at the Volunteers Event at the Coro, which highlighted lots of great volunteering opportunities within the local area
· Cllr Wilson advised there would be a Somme 110 commemoration exhibition in the Coro on 2nd July. The Battle of the Somme deeply affected the town, with 42 soldiers from Ulverston losing their lives
· County Road crossing points. Would like to see these reviewed as there is not enough time to cross the road, especially for people with mobility issues
		
D037. Minutes: Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council on 18 May 2026 and authorised them as a true record. 

D038. Finance and General Purposes Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson.
a. Council noted the minutes from 3rd June and actions therein. 
b. Council resolved to approve the bank statement, reserve account 
Balance and bank reconciliation. 
c. Terms of Reference. Council resolved to approve. 
d. Project update. Council noted. 
e. Monthly payments. Council resolved to approve the monthly payments and assigned Councillors M Wilson and H Irving to authorise payments the following day.

D039. Environmental Sustainability Standing Committee. Cllr M. Wilson (who acted as Chair)
a. Council noted the minutes from 19th May and actions therein. 
b. Eco Fair 2026. Council noted the review of the event and the Eco film. 
c. Kite flying festival. Council noted the update. 

D040. Ulverston Community Partnership. 
		Council noted the minutes from 11th May and actions therein. 

D041. Ulverston-Albert Town Twinning. 
		Council noted the minutes from the AGM on 21st May and actions therein. 

D042. Council Committees 2026 – 2027. Council noted. 

D043. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2025/26:
a. Council resolved to approve the Internal Auditors report.
b. Council resolved to approve Section 1, the Annual Governance Statement in the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2026.
c. Council resolved to approve Section 2, the Accounting Statements in the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2026. 
d. Council resolved to approve the Chairman and Town Clerk (who is also the Responsible Financial Officer) to sign the statements.
e. Council resolved to approve the prescribed Period for Public examination from 17 June until 28 July 2026. 
f. Council resolved to approve the submission of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2026 for External Auditor (SA Moore) by no later than 30 June 2026.

D044. Town Council Action Plan. 
Council noted the updated Action Plan, which is a log of the Town Council projects and their progress. 

D045. Tank Field allotment site. Professional asbestos removal. 
Council considered both quotes and resolved to approve Quote 1 to carry out the removal of asbestos sheeting. Cllr M. Wilson asked if Quote 1 company will carry out the removal in accordance with the procedures and specifications listed in Quote 2. The Clerk advised she would check this and proceed if they confirm. 

D046. Dragley Beck footbridge. Council resolved to approve the final designs for the architectural railings. Cllr J. Filmore asked to check costs. The Clerk advised these were previously approved by Council, but she will resend them.  

D047. Hoad footpath repair update. Westmorland and Furness Council have provided an update regarding remedial works to the front path of Hoad Hill. The work will replace the concrete section at the top of the path to make it safer. The Town Council have provided £10,000 of CIL funds towards this work. 
W&F have approved the application for the closure of a section of the Footpath (578037) for up to 6 months to enable the reconstruction of the path surface.
The closure has been agreed in order to allow the above works to be carried out and shall be in effect until the 8th December 2026, or until the works are completed, whichever is earlier. It is estimated that the works should take no more than 1 month to complete.
		A suitable alternative route for pedestrians will be available via footpaths 578038 and 578039. Council noted the update. 

D048. Gen2 Sculpture on County Square Roundabout. Update. Following a visit from a Structural Engineer to assess the Gen2 sculpture for installation onto County Square roundabout. They raised serious concerns regarding the potential high wind loading it would be subject to and safety if a member of the public was to climb on it, all of which needs to be taken into account when installing in the public realm. The sharp edges and welds were also a concern. The statue (which was not designed with public realm installation in mind when it was made) would be better suited to be installed in a tall building or internal space where it could be protected from anyone touching or climbing on it. Enquiries will be made regarding potential alternative display areas. Council noted the update. 

D049. Planning:	
· The Town Council is a Statutory Consultee only. All final decisions are made by Westmorland and Furness Council as the planning authority.  
· Members with a disclosable or personal interest must leave the meeting whilst the subject is debated and voted upon.   
The Mayor will determine if voting on an application will be undertaken by Councillors show of hands.    
· Planning application website - https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/ 
	
	Plan Number
	Detail
	Applicant

	2026/0830/HOU
	13 The Drive ULVERSTON LA12 0DT
Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension, new single storey garage and internal remodelling
	Approve 

	2026/0787/HOU
	Mill Close House Old Hall Road ULVERSTON LA12 7DL
Accessible alterations including the provision of a gym/physio room and ramped access to front of dwelling with an enclosed porch (Revised submission of SL/2023/0477) (Part retrospective)
	Approve

	2026/0877/HOU
	28 Rusland Crescent ULVERSTON LA12 9LX
Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension
	Approve

	2026/0879/HOU
	11 Dorchester Crescent ULVERSTON LA12 9LP
Demolition of a single storey rear extension, construction of a new rear extension
	Approve

	2026/1123/HOU
	11 Mount Barnard View ULVERSTON LA12 9JX
Single storey rear extension and removal of existing conservatory
	Approve



D050. Public participation. 
Member of public said in 2028 it will be the 40th anniversary of the Piper Alpha and asked of the Town Council could raise the Union Flag 

D051. Date of next meeting. 20th July 2026, Croftlands Community Centre
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.37pm
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