Ulverston Town Council
Environmental Sustainability Standing Committee held on
Thursday 3 September 2026 @ 6pm in the Town Council office

	Item
	
	Action 

	
	Elected Members @ May 2026
	

	E46/2026
		Elected Members:
	In attendance

	
	

	Cllr Jackie Drake 
	Yes

	Cllr Judy Filmore
	Yes

	Cllr Judy Pickthall 
	Yes

	Cllr Laura Scrogham 
	No

	Cllr Graham Scrogham
	No

	Cllr Mark Wilson
	Yes

	
	

	Ex Offico and non-voting members:
	

	Cllr Paul Smith (Mayor)
	No

	Cllr Christine Howard (Deputy Mayor)
	No

	
	

	Officers
	

	Clerk
	Yes

	Project and Admin Officer
	No



	


	E47/2026
	Minutes. 
Committee resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.
	Full Council

	E49/2026
	Update on Climate Change book club.
The last book group meeting was to discuss the Cumbria Nature Recovery strategy. The group discussed nature assets, vulnerable species, tree planting, nature recovery. The free I-Naturalist app was recommended for people to download, it is one of the worlds most popular nature apps, helping to identify plants and animals and to help learn more about nature. 
The group discussed getting young people, schools and communities involved and also the possibility of a public meeting. 
Cllr J. Filmore asked if a couple of the actions could be taken forward. 

Cllr J. Drake said the current book is ‘The Best of Times, the Worst of Times’ by Paul Behrens and the meeting is scheduled for 4th September. 

	

	E50/2026
	Town Council carbon footprint measuring.
The Town Council’s carbon footprint report has now been completed. The next stage is to work with Small Green Business to draw up an Action Plan and additions to the Environmental Policy Statement. Committee noted this update. 
	Full Council

	E51/2026
	Ulverston Canal overgrown lilies/ weeds.
Several complaints have been raised by Councillors and members of the public regarding the condition of Ulverston. The highly invasive water lilies are now covering a large percentage of the water, making it difficult for swans, ducks, moorhens, coots and other birds to navigate, along with having a negative effect on water oxygen levels and potentially affecting the fish. There are many buddleia that are growing in the lock gates and sides of the canal which also require attention before they create issues. 
Committee resolved to approve recommending Ulverston Town Council formally write to NPL Ltd who own the canal to take action on this. 
	Full Council 

	E52/2026
	Climate Literacy training.
Cllr Filmore advised Futureproof Cumbria (formerly CaFS) will be holding some sessions on Climate Literacy training and funding is available, so could potentially hold a public training session for residents and Councillors. 
Cllr Filmore will find our exact costs before it is presented to Council. 

	Cllr Filmore

	E53/2026
	Eco Fair 2027 planning
The theme for the Eco Fair 2027 is ‘nature and nature recovery’. Committee provided some ideas for the event: focus on insects, ask schools to get involved, soil analysis, cookery demonstrations on stage etc.
	

	E54/2026
	Lightburn Park including Well Lane - biodiversity & community involvement.
The Clerk, an Ulverston in Bloom member and Cllr J. Filmore recently met the W&F Biodiversity officer at Lightburn park. She also works for the RSPB and Idverde and is keen to plant some smaller trees, dig some beds to plant wildflowers, add bat boxes, regenerate the planters etc. There should be funding available through Idverde and W&F, but she would keep the Town Council informed. A date of 12th October was set for a bat walk in Lightburn Park, led by the biodiversity officer. 
	

	E55/2026
	Ulverston Weir - South Cumbria River Trust plan.
Cllr M. Wilson attended a recent meeting regarding this and shared the details from the report, which includes diversion of the beck to its original course. Further details will be shared with Council in due course. 
Committee noted the update. 
	Full Council

	E56/2026
	Eco Fair event flag.
Committee resolved to approve the design for a new 3 metre high promotional Eco Fair flag at a cost of £135 designed and delivered. 
	Full Council 

	E57/2026
	Next Meeting: Tuesday 3rd November 2026 @ 6pm in the office
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