
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee
Wednesday 2 September 2026 @ 6pm in the Town Council office

	Item
	Minutes
	Action

	
	Elected Members @ May 2026 
	

	F57/2026
	
	Elected Members:
	In Attendance

	Cllr M. Wilson
	Yes

	Cllr J. Drake
	Yes

	Cllr C. Howard
	Yes

	Cllr M. Hornby
	Yes

	Cllr R. O’Hara
	Yes

	Cllr J. Pickthall
	Yes

	Cllr G. Scrogham
	No

	Cllr S.A Wilson
	Yes

	
	

	Non-Voting Members:
	

	Cllr P. Smith (Mayor)
	No

	Officers
	

	Clerk
	Yes

	Project and Admin Officer
	No


 
	

	F58/2026
	Minutes 
Committee resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.
	Full Council 

	F59/2026
	Finance matters
Cllr C. Howard asked the Clerk to clarify the payment for £421.88 to PA Media Group. The Clerk advised she would check and advise. 
Committee resolved to approve the following – 
· Bank statements
· Bank reconciliation
· Reserve account
· Budget variances 
Cllr M. Wilson asked if a QR code could be put by the Laurel and Hardy statue, which would go towards the upkeep and cleaning of the statue. The Clerk advised she would look into this. 
	Full Council 

	F60/2026

	External Audit Report: Annual Governance and Accountability Return 25/26.
Committee resolved to approve the External Auditor report and certificate, Closure Letter and Conclusion of Audit from SA Moore and recommend to full council.
	Full Council



	F61/2026
	Internal Auditor appointment. 
Committee resolved to approve and recommend to Council the appointment of Mrs Georgina Airey as Internal Auditor for the 2026-2027 financial year audits. 
Mrs Airey is completely independent of Ulverston Town Council and has never offered consultancy or advice on the Council’s financial decisions, controls, or processes. Mrs Airey is an internal auditor for a number of local Councils. She was previously Clerk to Keswick Town Council for 25 years and meets the essential competencies sought by Ulverston Town Council.
	Full Council

	F62/2026
	Budget Setting 26/27.
The Clerk advised she will present a budget report with recommendations at the November F&G meeting. The budget will be finalised and approved at the January Town Council meeting and the deadline for the Town Council precept request to be presented to W&F Council is end of January. Current precept in Ulverston is £64.67 per Band D household. Committee to note. 
	

	F63/2026
	Dragley Beck footbridge architectural railings. 
This project is going ahead with the first part of the bridge install commencing w/c 31/8. The railings will be installed in October which will complete the bridge. 
The total cost of the bridge (which was previously approved by Council) is £24,860 + VAT. £11,932.80 (40%) has been paid from the Town Council CIL fund. 
Committee resolved to approve using the underspend from last financial years project budget for the remaining costs. 
These funds were ringfenced in the reserve account following the delay of this project from last year.
	Full Council

	F64/2026
	Environmental Sustainability grant applications. 
Committee considered the following applications: 
· Bee project
· Beaumont College sensory garden
Committee resolved to approve supporting both, if the Bee project is able to be paid into the local beekeeping account, as the grant cannot be paid into an individuals account. 
	Full Council

	F65/2026
	Events Update: Verbal. Clerk
•	Charter Day and Charter Bowls
Both will run on Saturday 12th September and final preparations are being made by the Project Officer. The Town Council will have a stall manned by Cllrs throughout the day and will have useful information available as well as a sweet tombola. Cllr Howard will be judging the dog show and presenting the trophy to the winner and runner up at Charter Bowls. 
•	Remembrance Sunday
On 8th November. The service at Ulverston Parish Church will start at 2.30pm, and the parade to the War Memorial will start at 3.30pm, with wreath laying approximately 3.45pm. The parade will be organised by Ulverston Town Council. 
•	Carols at the Coro
On Saturday 12th December at the Coro as a matinee, as previous years. The Town Council will have a raffle table, all proceeds will go to the Mayors chosen charities. 
	

	
	Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 7th October 2026, 6pm in the Town Council Office.
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